
 
 
 

Service of Worship November 10, 2024     9:30am 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Gathering 
 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown” by Dale Wood  

Based on the Scottish tune CANDLER 
Geri Allcorn, guest organist 

 
 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*INTROIT “God Is So Good” GOD IS SO GOOD 
 God is so good; God is so good; 
 God is so good; God’s so good to me.  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE:  We are called to love the Lord our God 
ALL: We are called to love with all our heart and soul 
ONE: We are called to love the Lord our God 
ALL:  We are called to love with all our mind and strength 
ONE: We are called to love the Lord our God 
ALL: And we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
  Come, let us love our God and share God’s love in this time of worship! 
 



*HYMN 301   “Let Us Build a House”     TWO OAKS 

Stanzas 1, 4, & 5 All Voices  ~  St. 2 Low Voices  ~  St. 3 High Voices 
All Voices Sing the Refrain Each Time 

  



 
 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright  

God saves us despite us being unworthy of that salvation. In response to that grace, let us 
confess the ways we have fallen short. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

We confess to you, Gracious God, that too often we look on your law as a burden, 
not a gift; an inconvenience, not a blessing. Rather than seeing your love 
revealed, we feel our own guilt magnified. Instead of rejoicing in your good news, 
we focus on our own shortcomings. Turn us around, Redeemer, and do not let 
our fears have dominion over us. Enlighten us, so that our words and deeds may 
be acceptable to you. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
Christ has come and through the waters of baptism, we have been set free. Free to love others, 

free from sin, and free to delight in the Lord our God.  Let us rejoice that Jesus is the author of 

our salvation.  

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 



 
*HYMN 306 (1, 2, & 5) “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” DENNIS 

  



 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Nehemiah 6:1–16 (NRSVue) Gay Lee Ludwig Bonney 

When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had 
rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in 
the gates— Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of 
the villages on the plain of Ono.” 
 
But they were scheming to harm me;  so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying 
on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down 
to you?” Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same 
answer. 
 
Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was 
an unsealed letter  in which was written: 

 
“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews are 
plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports 
you are about to become their king  and have even appointed prophets to make this 
proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to 
the king; so come, let us meet together.” 
 
I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up 
out of your head.” 

 
They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it 
will not be completed.” 

 
But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 

 
One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut 
in at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the 
temple doors, because men are coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.” 
 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should someone like me go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go!”  I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied 
against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.  He had been hired to intimidate me so 
that I would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to discredit 
me. 

 
Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what they have done; remember also the 
prophet Noadiah and how she and the rest of the prophets have been trying to intimidate me. 
So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 



 
When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their 
self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 

 

ANTHEM  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  arr. Mack Wilberg 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Text by Robert Robinson 
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

Here I raise my *Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’m come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Prone to wander Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 

  O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 

 Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 

*“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah and named it Ebenezer, for he said,  

‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’” 1 Samuel 7:12 ~ The Hebrew word, Ebenezer, means ‘stone of help.’” 

                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                         Luke 10:25–37 (NRSVue)    

An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the 
right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
 
But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 
him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came 
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came 
upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. He went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever more 
you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise.” 

    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 



 
SERMON   “On Being a Neighbor”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “The Gift of Love” arr. by John Carter 
 Geri Allcorn, organist                      
  
 Sending 

 
*HYMN  372                     “O for a World”   AZMON                       

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE “Rigaudon” by André Campra 

 Geri Allcorn, organist                      
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 

 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense  A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 
 
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11100 College Boulevard ♦ Overland Park, KS 66210 
 Phone (913) 345-1256 ♦ www.gcpc.org 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

