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WAYS TO PRACTICE PROCLAIMING HOPE AT HOME

Hope is waiting faithfully as God fulfills God’s promises to us

through Jesus Christ. Instead of just keeping this hope to ourselves,
it is one of our most important callings as people of God to
proclaim this hope to the world, sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ as the angels and shepherds did long ago.
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Sing Christmas carols together that proclaim the good news

of Jesus’ birth. Some possibilities are: “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” “Away in a Manger;” “The First Noel,” “Angels We Have
Heard on High,” and “Go Tell It On the Mountain.

Watch the video A Charlie Brown Christmas (Warner Bros.,
1965) or the clip from the movie about the true meaning of
Christmas on YouTube at “A Charlie Brown Christmas—True
Meaning” (bit.ly/FMTrueMeaning, 1:50). Then watch “Charlie
Brown Christmas Dance” (bit.ly/FMChristmasDance, 3:02) and
dance with Charlie Brown’ friends.

Gather family and/or friends in a circle and tell the story of
Jesus’ birth, taking turns one or two sentences at a time. Allow
for creative details to be added. Prompt with questions such as
“What happened next?” or “What did they do then?”

The star was a symbol of hope for the magi who followed it

to find Jesus and worship him. Make stars and write a word
that would give hope to you or others. Give your “star words”
to others proclaiming hope. Some words might be: believe,
wonder, trust, promises, faith, and so forth.

God of hope, thank you for the gift of Jesus, hope for the
world. May we proclaim that good news far and wide. Amen.

Find the two matching snowglobes.
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