
 
 

 

Service of Worship     July 23, 2023     9:30am 
8th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Gathering 

 
PRELUDE                                         “We Are God’s People”                               Johannes Brahms 

                                                                       Linda Dover, organist                                               arr. Fred Bock 

 
 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Kathy Bures 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: We come, because we seek our God. 
ALL:    Every morning, every day, every evening, 
       every moment, God is with us. 
ONE: We come, because we hunger for Christ. 
ALL:  Jesus will feed us with hope, 
      will replace our emptiness with grace. 
ONE:   We come, because we thirst for the Spirit. 
ALL:  Who fills our yearning for peace, 

               who ends the drought of justice. 
 

*HYMN 401   “Here in This Place”                         GATHER US IN 

 Verse 1 High Voices – ALL on Refrain  
 Verse 2 Children through Young Adults & Senior Adults – ALL on Refrain 
 Verse 3 Low Voices – ALL on Refrain 
 Verse 4 & Refrain – ALL 



  

 
 
 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship time, is on summer hiatus. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children, and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 
children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship.)    

 
PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (Responsive)    

ONE: The thirsty come, 
ALL: and we offer lead-filled water; 
ONE: the hungry come, 
ALL: and we offer a single can from our overflowing pantries; 
ONE: the lonely come, 
ALL: and we cling to our cliques; 
ONE: the broken come, 
ALL: and we hand them an aspirin; 
ONE: the needy come, 
All: but we have wasted everything on stuff we do not need. 

Have mercy on us, Steadfast love, and pour your heart into our grace-
parched souls. As you have been with us in every moment, may we go to be 
with all around us. May we listen to the needs and hearts of others, even as 
you lean down to listen to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  

ONE: Friends in every moment,  
 God seeks what is best for us,  
 continually offering us peace, hope,  

 and forgiveness.  
ALL: God blesses us in every moment.  
ONE:  Friends believe the Good news of the Gospel we are forgiven! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
All:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 300, st. 2 “We Are One in the Spirit” THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS
  

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand; 
we will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand; 

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land; 
and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                  Luke 13:6–9                            (adapted from The Message) 

Then Jesus told them a story: “A man had a fig tree planted in his front yard. 
He came to it expecting to find figs, but there weren’t any. 
He said to his gardener, ‘What’s going on here? 
For three years now I’ve come to this tree expecting figs and not one fig have I found. 
Chop it down! 
Why waste good ground with it any longer?’ 
 
“The gardener said, ‘Let’s give it another year. I’ll dig around it and fertilize, and maybe it will 
produce next year; if it doesn’t, then chop it down.’” 

  

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG OF COMFORT “Come to Me”     Music by Dan Forrest 

  Madeline Mahoney, soprano – Ky Townsend, cello  

 Come. Come to me, all you who labor. Come to me, and I will give you rest. 

 Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and you will find rest for your souls. 

 Come my child, learn my heart, for I am gentle and lowly. 

 See how great my love for you, that I have called you my child. 

 Come to me, all you who labor. Come to me, and I will give you rest. 

 Oh, come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and you will find rest for your souls. 

 See my love for you, that I have called you my child, my child. 

 Come to me, all you who labor. Come to me, and I will give you rest. 

 Oh, come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and you will find rest, you will find rest, 

 you will find rest for your souls. Come to me. Come to me. Come. 

(Text adapted from Matthew 11:25, 28-29, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:1) 

 
SERMON “The Possibility of Figs”                            Rev. Dale Jackson    
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   Linda Dover, organist                     
 “Jesus and the Children” by Austin Lovelace 

   
 Sending 



*HYMN 686                        “God of Our Life” SANDON                         
  

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE “Praeludium in F” by J.S. Bach

 Linda Dover, organist                     
  

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
  

 

 
 Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326. 

 
 
 

 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD: 
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

