
 
 
 

Service of Worship     November 16 , 2025     9:30am 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering 
 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “Thanksgiving Medley” arr. Julie Turner 

Charter Ringers 

 
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: The day is coming, says the Lord, when all that is false and fleeting will  

 fall away. 

ALL:    But for those who trust in God, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing 

 in its wings. 

ONE:  Though the world may tremble and stones may crumble, God remains our 

 refuge and strength. 

 ALL:  We come to worship the One who holds our future, who redeems our past, 

 and sustains us in the present. 

    

*HYMN 463   “How Firm a Foundation”     FOUNDATION                  
    
  



A 



TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION   Emily Nelson Dixon 

Jesus reminds us that even when the world feels uncertain, our calling is to bear witness to God’s 
love. Yet too often we respond to fear with despair, to conflict with silence, and to suffering with 
apathy. Let us turn again to the God who refines and restores us, confessing our sins together. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Refining God, you promise to make all things new, but we cling to what is familiar 

and safe. You call us to endure in faith, but we are quick to give in to fear. When 

the world feels unsteady, we grasp for control instead of trusting your care. 

Forgive us when our hope falters. Cleanse us like silver in the fire, and rekindle 

in us the courage to follow your way, trusting that your light will rise with healing 

in its wings. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
Hear the good news: The God who created the world is also the God who redeems it. 
The One who judges with truth also restores with mercy. In Jesus Christ, we are made new — 
refined, renewed, and set free to serve. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 37 “Let All Things Now Living” ASHGROVE 



 



 
 

Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Malachi 4:1–2a (NRSVue) Barbara Douglas 

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch.  But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

 

ANTHEM “My Father’s World” arr. Joel Raney 

In memory of Mary Ann Wilson from the Wilson Family 

Chancel Choir with the Charter Ringers 

Linda Dover & Geri Allcorn, piano 

 

  This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 

All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: the birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise. 
 

This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 

He speaks to me everywhere 
 

This is my Father’s world: O let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the ruler yet. 
 

This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King: let the heavens ring! 

God reigns; let earth be glad! 



SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Luke 21:5–19 (NRSVue)    

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 
stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

 
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take 
place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and 
say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

 
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom;  there will be great earthquakes and in various places 
famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

 
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 
name.  This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defense in advance,  for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives 
and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  You will be hated by all because of my name.  

But not a hair of your head will perish.  By your endurance you will gain your souls. 
 

   Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Full Disclosure”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC    Sebastian Temple  
 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”    arr. Mark Hayes 

Linda Dover, organist 
  
 Sending 



*HYMN  694                    “Great God of Every Blessing”   AURELIA     
                    

 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE “Postlude in G Major” G.F. Handel 

 Linda Dover, organist                  arr. Walter E. Buszin   
  
 

 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

