
    
 

Service of Worship    September 8, 2024     9:30am 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” arr. Jim Lucas 

 Linda Dover, organist                           
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a    
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.   

 
WELCOME                                                                                                          Rev. Karen Wright 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                            Emily Nelson-Dixon 
ONE: We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful. 
ALL: Show us your ways and teach us your paths. 
ONE: We wait for you. 
ALL: Lead us in your paths of truth. 
ONE: Do not remember our failures. 
ALL: Out of your merciful grace, forgive us. 
ONE: You are faithful, O God. Your love is steadfast. 
ALL: We lift up our souls to you and praise you always. 

 
*Hymn  315 “In the Midst of New Dimensions” NEW DIMENSIONS

    



 

 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly 
worship time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 
downstairs where parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 
children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship.)   

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                Rev. Karen Wright 

God will not fail us. God remembers us. We are held in God’s love. Trusting in God’s love, 
let us confess our sins together. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together) 

God of the rainbow, you made a covenant with all creatures, 
promising life and hope. God of pathways, you show us how we should 
walk. Yet we forget our connection with one another and think that we are 
the center of the universe. We wander from your paths of truth into paths 
of deceit and pride. Forgive us and lead us back into the arms of your love. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

God is merciful and full of steadfast love. God will not forget us. God will wash us clean 
and lead us on paths of steadfast love and faithfulness. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  

ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 

*HYMN 435 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” IN BABILONE

     
  



 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Isaiah 54:9–14 (NRSVue) Nelson Townsend 
 

These are like the days of Noah for me, 
     when I promised that Noah’s waters would never again cover the earth. 
     Likewise I promise not to rage against you or rebuke you. 
 The mountains may shift, 
     and the hills may be shaken, 
     but my faithful love won’t shift from you, 
     and my covenant of peace won’t be shaken, 
     says the Lord, the one who pities you. 
 Suffering one, storm-tossed, uncomforted, 
     look, I am setting your gemstones in silvery metal 
     and your foundations with sapphires. 
 I will make your towers of rubies, 
     and your gates of beryl, 
     and all your walls of precious jewels. 
        All your children will be disciples of the Lord — 
     I will make peace abound for your children. 
 You will be firmly founded in righteousness. 
     You will stay far from oppression because you won’t fear, 
     far from terror because it won’t come near you. 

 
ANTHEM “Know My Heart” Text Adapted from Psalm 139 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Music by Benjamin Harlan   

 Lord, you have searched me, you know ev’rything I do. 
 When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me. 
 Before I speak you hear me, your presence follows day by day. 
 O know my heart, O God. (Repeat) 
 

 If I ascend into heaven, you are there on the wings of the morning 
 or in my deepest despair. God’s hand shall lead me, God’s right hand will guide me, 
 though darkness should cover me, light shall surround me, 
 and I will praise the Lord, I will praise the Lord, I will praise God with my whole heart! 
 

 Lord, you have searched me, you know ev’rything I do. 
 When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me. 
 Before I speak you hear me, your presence follows day by day. 
 O know my heart, O God. 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 6–9    

Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible 
Edited by Elizabeth F. Caldwell and Carol A. Wehrheim 



Almost everyone on earth has a story about a time when the world almost ended. Most 
of these stories are about a huge flood, the hugest flood ever. The people who tell these 
stories put all their little fears into a story about one great big fear: the end of the world. 
Here’s the Bible story about how the world almost ended and how it began again after a 
huge and terrible flood. 
 
It rained for days and days. The water rose and rose until it covered everything. Every 
living thing died – almost. Just one person, Noah, built a boat, a boat so big that there was 
room for his whole family. Actually, Noah built his boat even bigger than that. He built it 
so big he could bring a family of every animal along too: dogs and cats, elephants and 
ants; lions and tigers. Noah even brought spiders and snakes on board. And everyone got 
along just fine. They were all safe for now.  
 
The big boat floated on the big flood. It seemed like forever for all the families on the boat. 
Then one day, the sun came out. The clouds disappeared and the rain stopped. Noah’s 
huge boat came to rest on dry land. Noah opened the windows. When he saw that it was 
safe, he opened the door. Everyone went bounding out into the new world, running and 
jumping and scampering in all directions. They found new homes and started new families. 
They made new lives for themselves. 
 
Then God told them all, “Don’t be afraid that that world will end. Don’t worry that this  
will ever happen again. I’m going to make a promise to all of you, to the whole world and 
to everyone who lives in it. I will keep you safe.” 
 
When God made this promise, God was talking to the whole world. God was talking to 
elephants and ants. God was talking to spiders and snakes. God was talking to pet dogs 
and pet cats and pet hamsters. God was talking to everyone in Noah’s whole family. God 
was talking to your whole family. God was talking to you.  
 
God said, “Just to remind you of my promise to keep you safe, I’ll make the rainbow. 
When it rains, don’t be afraid. Just look for the rainbow. 

 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON                             “Awakening to Worship: Noah”                          Rev. Karen Wright     

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  Based on Psalm 23, Isaac Watts, alt. 

 “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” arr. Lloyd Larson 

 Karen Kesler, soprano   
 My Shepherd will supply my need, the God of love supreme. 
 In pastures green you let me feed beside the living stream. 
 You bring my wand’ring spirit back when I forsake your ways, 
 and lead me for your mercy’s sake in paths of truth and grace. 
 

 When I walk though the shades of death, your presence is my stay. 
 One word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away. 
 Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread. 
 My cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head. 
 

 The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days. 
 O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise! 
 There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come. 
 No more a stranger nor a guest, but like a child at home. 
 My Shepherd will supply my need, the God of love supreme.             

 

 Sending 

 
*HYMN 738 “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” MARYTON 



 



Sending 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Karen Wright  

 
POSTLUDE “Psalm XIX” by Benedetto Marcello 

 Linda Dover, organist 

 
 
 

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 

 

 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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