
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 24, 2024 — 8pm 
Christmas Eve Service 

 
PRELUDE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
  “The Wexford Carol”            arr. Mark Hayes 
 “Ave Maria”                  by Charles Gounod 
 “What Child Is This?”            arr. Rich Heffler 
 “Silent Night”            arr. John Leavitt 
 Linda Dover, organist ~ Bob Dover, clarinet  
 
LIGHT FOR THE JOURNEY   Paul & Linda Bruns 

O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 

  
The journey of life requires the light of  

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love shining out into the world. 
On our way to Bethlehem, we search for the star that lights the path. 

The road can be difficult, and the search for home can be elusive. 
We are a people who look for Good News for all people. 

There are milestones–signs and markers–that can guide us to a better day.  
God’s light goes before us, we are not alone. 

 
Holy and Living God, we pray for more hope, peace, joy, and love in our world. 

Too often we throw up our hands in frustration, thinking there is little we can do.  
Show us that much can be done in the most unlikely of places, 

including a small town like Bethlehem. 
Call us to offer stability in times that feel difficult. 

Call us to be “stables of care” 
so that we can show others  

that you are present with us, Emmanuel. 
We pray this in the name of your Son, 

Jesus, the Christ, the Center of Our Lives. Amen. 
   

Let this be a marker of assurance that we are moving in a faithful direction: 
God is with us every step of our way. 

Jesus is being born into our lives even now. 
The Spirit is transforming us in this place. 

 
Peace be with you! 
And also with you. 



 As people forgiven and freed, 
I invite you to pass the Peace of Christ, greeting those around you 

[and those worshiping remotely, we are glad you are on the journey with us!]. 
 

*HYMNAL 133 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”          ADESTE FIDELES 
  (Stanzas 1, 3, and 4)  

 
FIRST LESSON                                 Genesis 22:15–18  Barbara Douglas 

God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed 
 
*HYMNAL 129                         “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 
 (Stanzas 1 and 2) 
 
SECOND LESSON                                     Isaiah 9:2, 6–7  Rebecca Prater 
 The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah 

 
HYMNAL 110                       “Love Has Come”    BRING A TORCH 

(Stanza 1) 
 
THIRD LESSON                                 Isaiah 11:1–4a, 6–9  Melanie Townsend         

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation 
 
HYMNAL 103 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” O-SO-SO 
 (Stanzas 1 and 4) 
                  
FOURTH  LESSON  Luke 1:26–35, 38  Kathy Bures        
 An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child 
 
SONG OF ANNUNCIATION “The Angel Gabriel” 19th Century Basque Carol 
 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers arr. John Leavitt 
 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 
 “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady!” Gloria! 
 “For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, 
 Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady!” Gloria! 
 

 Then gentle, Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
 “My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria.  
 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on Christmas morn, 
 And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, “Most highly favored lady, Gloria!” 
  
FIFTH LESSON  Luke 2:1–7 Trey Bures        

 Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives birth to her child 



SONG OF THE STARRY NIGHT  Music by Morten Lauridsen 
 “Sure On This Shining Night” Words by James Agee 
 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers 

Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round,  
kindness must watch for me this side the ground, on this shining night. 

The late year lies down the north, all is healed, all is health. 
High summer holds the earth. Hearts all whole. Sure on this shining night. 

I weep for wonder wand’ring far alone of shadows on the stars. 
 Sure on this shining night, this shining night, sure on this shining night.  

 
SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:8–16  Barbara Douglas         

Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah 
 
*HYMNAL 113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA 

 (Stanzas 1 and 3)  
 
SONG OF THE SHEPHERDS “Awake My Love, Arise and Sing!” by Debra Scroggins
 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers 
 Bob Dover, clarinet ~ Keith Langabee, percussion 
 Awake my love, arise and sing! My eyes have beheld a newborn king! 
 The babe is cradled in manger low. Arise my love, we’ll go! 
 Awake my love without delay! Such wonders await you! Remember this day! 
 A king is born in Bethlehem! Arise my love, arise! (Repeat) 
 Awake! Arise! Such marvelous wonders will open your eyes! 
 Awake! Arise! Our King is now with us! Arise! 
 

 Awake my friends, arise and sing! Our eyes have beheld a newborn king! 
 The babe is cradled in manger low. Arise my friends, we’ll go! 
 Awake! Arise! Such marvelous wonders will open your eyes! 
 Awake! Arise! Our King is now with us! Arise! 

  
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING “Away in a Manger” arr. John Leavitt  
 Linda Dover, organist 
  
SEVENTH LESSON  John 1:1–14  Rev. Karen Wright 

The Word of God becomes flesh 
and lives among us, full of grace and truth 

 
*CANDLELIGHT HYMN 122 “Silent Night, Holy Night!”                                        STILLE NACHT
  
 (We will light one another’s candles reminding us of the coming of the Light of the World.) 
 



 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  Rev. Karen Wright 
 
*CLOSING HYMN 134 “Joy to the World”                                  ANTIOCH 
 (Stanzas 1 and 4)  



 



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

(Please extinguish your candle at the close of the Benediction before people start to move.) 
 
POSTLUDE “Joy to the World” arr. Lani Smith
 Linda Dover, organist 
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