
 
 
 

Service of Worship     February 22, 2026     9:30am 
First Sunday of Lent 

 

Gathering 
 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “Anthem for Winds and Percussion” Claude T. Smith  

 GCPC Wind Ensemble 
 

 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE:  We gather at the threshold of Lent, a season of turning and returning. 
ALL:  We come from busy lives and crowded hearts, seeking the quiet 
 presence of God. 
ONE:  Jesus went into the wilderness to listen for God’s voice. 
 ALL:  We, too, are invited to listen. 
ONE:  In Christ, grace meets us where we are. 
 ALL:  In Christ, new life stands before us. 
ONE:  Let us pause, breathe, and prepare our hearts. 
 ALL:  Let us worship the Lord our God. 
 

*HYMN 462   “I Love to Tell the Story"     TUNE NAME                   



 



 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

Lent invites us to pause, to listen, to notice where we are standing — between what has been 
and what might be, at the threshold of repentance, healing, and new life. Trusting the mercy of 
God who meets us here, let us confess our sins together. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Merciful God, you meet us in the wilderness places of our lives, yet we often 
resist the journey. We confess that we are tempted to choose comfort over 
faithfulness, power over humility, and quick fixes over lasting transformation. 
Forgive us for the times we avoid the truth about ourselves. Forgive us when fear 
keeps us from crossing the thresholds you place before us. In this holy season, 
slow us down. Teach us to listen. Strengthen us to follow Christ — not only on 
the mountaintop, but also in the wilderness. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
Where temptation once held power, God’s mercy now abounds. Where we have fallen short, 
Christ has made a way. In Jesus Christ, we are met with forgiveness, renewed with hope, and 
invited into new life. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
 



(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
RESPONSE 227 “Jesus Remember Me” 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Romans 5:12–19 (NRSVue) Rob Schendel 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 
so death spread to all because all have sinned — for sin was indeed in the world before the law, 
but sin is not reckoned when there is no law.  Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 

 
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded for the many.  And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings 
justification.  If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more 
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 
Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all.  For just as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will 
be made righteous. 
 

 

MEDITATION “Anthem for Winds and Percussion” Claude T. Smith  

 GCPC Wind Ensemble 
  

SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Matthew 4:1–11(NRSVue)    

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil.  He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished.  The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”  But he answered, 
“It is written, 



 
‘One does not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,  saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 

 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory,  and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’ ” 

 
 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Thresholds Tell Us Stories”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
*HYMN 223 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 



 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Dove of Peace” Gilbert M. Martin 
 Linda Dover, organist                      
  
 Sending 

 



*HYMN 167 “Forty Days and Forty Nights”  TUNE                       

  



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE “Anthem for Winds and Percussion” Claude T. Smith  

 GCPC Wind Ensemble 
                    
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 
 
 
 

GCPC Wind Ensemble 
Pam Smith Kelly, director 

 

Flute: Debbie Stewart 

Oboe: Chris Culp 

Clarinets: Bob Dover, Lauren Bond, Edwin Fukanaga 

Bass Clarinet: Pat Setser, Debbie Hall, Natalie Walker 

Alto Saxophone: Miles McDonald 

Bassoon: Lisa England 

Trumpet: Dwight Rhoades, Lane Benton 

Horns: Jim Kelly, Ellin Schoenfeld, Wendy Kenemer 

Trombones: David Roth, David England, Chris Dixon 

Euphoniums: Lara Schesser, Mike Hockley 

Tuba: Trey Bures 

String Bass: GayLee Ludwig-Bonney 

Percussion: Jill Endaya-Allen, Keith Langabee 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11100 College Boulevard ♦ Overland Park, KS 66210 
 Phone (913) 345-1256 ♦ www.gcpc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

http://www.gcpc.org/
https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

