
 
 
 
 

Service of Worship    February 18, 2024     9:30am 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Chorale Prelude: For the Beauty of the Earth” by Claude T. Smith 

 GCPC Orchestra arr. Joseph Benjamin Earp 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: The trumpet of the Lord sounds, calling us to examine our souls, 

ALL:  for we have not only met temptation, we have felt its grip. 

ONE: The trumpet of the Lord sounds, calling us to mend our ways, 

ALL: for we have not only committed sin, we have felt its sting. 

ONE: The trumpet of the Lord sounds, calling us to rend our hearts, 

ALL: for we have not only witnessed forgiveness, we have felt its power. 

 O, come, let us worship the Lord! 

 

*HYMN 65  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”     CWM RHONDDA

    



 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of 

all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that, truly repenting 

of our sins and acknowledging our brokenness, we may obtain from you, the God 

of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

     
*HYMN 23 “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” PLEADING SAVIOR 



 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Genesis 9:8–17 (NRSVue)    Rev. Karen Wright 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh, 
and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that 
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

ANTHEM “The Kingdom” by André J. Thomas 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers based on Romans 14:17

 Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney, string bass & Chris Culp, djembe 
 Righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost. 
 Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, that’s the kingdom of God. 
 Don’t you want to be a part of the kingdom? Come on ev’rybody! 
 Oh, yes, there’s joy in the kingdom! Oh, yes, there’s peace in the kingdom! 
 Oh, yes, there’s love in the kingdom! Come on ev’rybody! 
 

 The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness, fullness thereof. 
 We are part of the earth, and it is part of us. 
 The perfumed flowers are our sisters, the deer, the horse, the great eagle. 
 These are our brothers. Oh, all things are connected. 
 Rivers our brothers, earth our mother. The earth is the Lord’s. 
  

 Righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost. 
 Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, that’s the kingdom of God, 
 that’s the kingdom of God, that’s the kingdom of God! 

  
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Mark 1:9–15 (NRSVue)    

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tested by Satan, and he was with the wild beasts, 
and the angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming 
the good news of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 

    



Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Stepping Into the Space in Between”                  Rev. Karen Wright      
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Nocturne” by Claude T. Smith 

 GCPC Orchestra arr. Joseph Benjamin Earp 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director 
  
 Sending 

 
*HYMN 450                      “Be Thou My Vision”   SLANE                      
  



 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright 

 

POSTLUDE “Chorale Prelude: All Things Bright and Beautiful” by Claude T. Smith 

 GCPC Orchestra arr. Joseph Benjamin Earp 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director 

 
Today’s playing of each GCPC Orchestra piece is its World Premiere presentation. 

 

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 

 
 Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 

 
 

GCPC Orchestra 
Pam Smith Kelly, director 

 
Susan Culp, Jani Scheppers, Debbie Stewart, flute 

Chris Culp, oboe 

Bob Dover, Amy Jantz, Lauren Bond, Wanda Temm, Robin Thompson, clarinet 

Miles McDonald, alto saxophone 

Richard Rogers, tenor saxophone 

Pat Setser, Natalie Walker, bass clarinet 

Lisa England, bassoon 

Russ Thompson, Jana Porter, Darryl Prater, Kevin Schwartz, trumpet 

Jim Kelly, Ellin Schoenfeld, Diana Paris, Sherry Berard, horn 

David Roth, David England, trombone 

Mike Hockley, Lara Schesser, baritones 

Brent Herdman, Michael Watts, Paul Weissenborn, tuba 

Becky Showalter, Chris Lindsay, Edwin Fukunaga, violin 

Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney, string bass 

Ken Eberhart, Keith Langabee, Chris Culp, percussion 

Linda Dover, piano and organ 
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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