
 
 
 

Service of Worship     May 25, 2025     9:30am 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant?” arr. Michael Burkhardt  
 Linda Dover, organist 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP          Emily Nelson Dixon 

ONE:   Come, people of God, from every path— called by visions, drawn by grace. 
All: Like Lydia, we open our hearts to God’s word. 
ONE Like the man at the pool, we long to be made well. 
All: In Christ, healing and hope are offered freely. 
ONE: This day, we remember those who gave their lives in service and sacrifice. 
All: And we worship the One who offers peace that passes understanding.  

Let us worship God with open hearts and expectant hope. 
 

*HYMN 756    “O God of Every Nation”                     LLANGLOFFAN 

  



 
 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN      
(Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship time, is on summer hiatus. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children, and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 
children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship.)    
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright  
Even as we remember with gratitude the lives laid down in service, we confess that we have not 
always walked in the way of peace.  Let us bring before God our hearts and our hopes, our 
brokenness and our longing for healing. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

God of mercy, we confess that we often choose safety over courage, and comfort 
over compassion. We turn away from those crying out for healing, and we ignore 
the visions you place before us. We forget the cost of peace, and we fail to follow 
the path of Christ. 
 
Forgive us, Lord. Open our hearts, like Lydia’s, to receive your word. Make us 
whole, like the man by the pool, by the power of your grace. Lead us, as your 
Spirit leads the church, to love more boldly and serve more faithfully. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

Hear the good news: God’s mercy is wide, and God’s love never ends. Christ comes to us with 
healing and with hope, saying, “Stand up, take your mat, and walk." In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven and made new. 
 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 726       “Will You Come and Follow Me?”               KELVINGROVE 

(Vs 1,4, and 5) 



 
 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON       John 5:1–9 (NRSVue)                           Melanie Townsend 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by 
the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these 
lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-
eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he 
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to 
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am making my way someone else 
steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the 
man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a Sabbath. 

 
ANTHEM “Unexpected Places” Heather Sorenson 

Chancel & Exaltation! Singers,  
Chris Lindsay, violin & Adam Paul, cello 

Donated by Gene Wilson in memory of Mary Anne 
 

“I know the plans I have in store,” You whisper in my ear, 
Words of affirmation, things I need to hear. 

But of all the things You planned for me, I never would have guessed 
That bringing me right here is what You call Your best. 

 
But here I am in this unexpected place; a place I did not ask for, 

But one that’s filled with grace. 
And here I am in this room I did not plan, 

But Jesus, You are here, You are grace, You are with me 
In this unexpected place. 

 
And in this room, I’ll learn the truth that 

Blessed are the poor; the scorned, those who mourn. 
And in this room, You’ll teach me that this time is not in vain. 

There’s purpose for the pain, and beauty still remains. 
 

So may we find the fulness that comes from empty spaces. 
Jesus waits for us in these unexpected places. 

If you find yourself in an unexpected place, a place you did not ask for, 
But, oh friend, there is grace. 

 
If you find yourself in a room of emptiness, 

Jesus is there, Jesus is grace, Jesus is with you in this unexpected place. 
                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                         Acts 16:9-15 (NRSVue)  

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 



news to them. We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the Sabbath day 
we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we 
sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her 
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 
  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Changing One Heart at a Time”                       Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   arr. Mark Hayes 

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” 
Linda Dover, organist 

  
 Sending 

 



*HYMN 340                       “This Is My Song”                           FINLANDIA

 



 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION      Rev. Karen Wright 
 
POSTLUDE “Doxology Postlude” arr. Peter Pinder Stearns 

(All People on This Earth Do Dwell) 
Linda Dover, organist 

 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD: 
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below. 
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