
 
 

Service of Worship    August 11, 2024     9:30am 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Holy, Holy, Holy” arr. Michael Raehpour 
 Charlie Graves, Darryl Prater, & Jim Kelly – Trumpet Trio 
  

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP  —written by Joanna Harade  

ONE:  Though we may be inclined to brag, let us come together with humility.  
ALL: How good a thing it is when all of God’s people live together in unity.  
  
ONE: Though we may be tempted to use harsh words, let us come together  

with gentleness.  
ALL: How good a thing it is when all of God’s people live together in unity.  

  
ONE: Though we may want everything to happen quickly, let us come together  

with patience.  
ALL: How good a thing it is when all of God’s people live together in unity.  

  
ONE: Though the world around often encourages hate, let us come together  

in love.  
ALL: How good a thing it is when all of God’s people live together in unity.  

  
ONE: In humility, gentleness, patience, love, and unity,  
ALL: Let us worship the God who has called us together.  



*HYMN 396    “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”     HOLY MANNA                 
 v. 1 High Voices … v. 2 Low Voices … vv. 3 & 4 All 

 



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   

(Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship time, is on summer hiatus. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children, and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 
children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship.)     

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 

A voice is crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. Trusting in God’s grace,  
let us confess our sin. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Merciful God, we confess that we have wandered from your way of truth and 
life. You call us to share all that we have and work together for the common 
good, but we hoard up treasures for ourselves and deny others their daily bread. 
You call us to set the captives free and seek justice for the oppressed, but we live 
in fear of our neighbors and hide ourselves from our own kin. You call us to walk 
in the newness of life and to be witnesses to the resurrection, but we dwell in 
the valley of dry bones and keep silent about your saving love. Forgive us, God 
of grace. Set us free from sin, death, and fear so that we may serve you with 
gladness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

Hear the good news: God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 321 “The Church’s One Foundation” AURELIA 



 
 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Deuteronomy 31:12–13 (NRSVue) Anne Stroud 

Assemble the people — men, women, and children, as well as the aliens residing in your towns 
— so that they may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God and to observe diligently all the 
words of this law and so that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord your God, as long as you live in the land that you are crossing over the Jordan to possess. 

 
ANTHEM “Sing Community, Sing Peace” Music by Mark Hayes 
 Act II from EncoreKC! Words by Terry York 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director – Mary Bertoldie, accompanist 
 Sister, brother, live in harmony. Same and other, live in harmony. 
 Human fam’ly, in choirs for all to hear and see, sing community, sing peace. 
 

 (Refrain) Simple song, sacred call; dare to sing and live in peace, and love for all. 
 Against the silence, against the shouting, dare to sing and live in peace and love for all. 
 

 With your neighbor, live in harmony. With the stranger, live in harmony. 
 With the refugee, in choirs for all to hear and see, sing community, sing peace. (Refrain) 
 

 For the children, live in harmony. With the frightened, live in harmony. 
 With the enemy, in choirs for all to hear and see, sing community, sing peace. (Refrain) 
                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Acts 2:42–47 (NRSVue)    

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

    
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Telling Our Story: Gather”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   



COMISSIONING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS & MUSIC  “I Carry You in My Heart” Music by Donna Butler Douglas 

Words adapted from e. e. cummings & Philippians 1 by Kathy Burdette 
 Act II from EncoreKC!  
 Pam Smith Kelly, director – Mary Bertoldie, accompanist 

I carry you in my heart; I carry you in my heart. 
For your light and love made my soul to sing like the quiet winter warms to spring. 

And I carry your heart with mine; I carry your heart with mine. 
I thank my God for ev’ry thought of you. 

 

I carry you in my heart; I carry you in my heart. 
You are part of God’s perfect mystery, for the way you live helps me to see. 

And I carry your heart with mine; I carry your heart with mine. 
I thank my God for ev’ry thought of you. 

 

And this is the root of the root, and this is the bud of the bud 
and the sky of the sky, of a tree called life, which grows and grows. 

Because of you my heart can love still more. 
 

I carry you in my heart. I thank my God for you. 
For your light and love made my soul to sing like the quiet winter warms to spring. 

And I carry your heart with mine; I carry your heart with mine. 
I thank my God for ev’ry thought of you. 

And because of you my heart can love – still more. 

  
 Sending 

 
*HYMN 506                      “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”   COPELAND 

 



 



 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                     Rev. Karen Wright
  
POSTLUDE  Linda Dover, organist                    
  
 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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