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GRACE COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service of Worship  July 11,2021 10am
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gathering

SONG TO GATHER “Come Just as You Are” by Sabolick
Praise Team

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Melanie Townsend

CALL TO WORSHIP (One)
We’ve come to worship God,
who loved us before we were yet born,
who knows us even better than we know ourselves,
whose presence never leaves us,
and whose love for us never ceases.
This is our God.
Let’s worship together!

SONGS TO PRAISE “Glorious Day” (Called My Name) by Ingram

Praise Team

TIME WITH MARY & MARTHA
PRAYER OF HOPE Nelson Townsend

Compassionate God,

the wind of your Spirit is the very sign of life for all who long for you.

One breath from you and we are rescued from the arid valley of dry bones,
given muscles and sinews and joy with which to praise you,



and filled with the holy hope you grant to all your faithful children.
Let our whole lives be filled with the life-breath of the Spirit,

that what has lain dormant may burst into bloom,

and what looks to us to be death may be revealed as but sleep
before the emergence of new life. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you and all others!

Equipping

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON John 11:1-16 (CEV) Cindy Schendel

A man by the name of Lazarus was sick in the village of Bethany. He had two sisters, Mary and
Martha. This was the same Mary who later poured perfume on the Lord’s head and wiped his
feet with her hair. The sisters sent a message to the Lord and told him that his good friend
Lazarus was sick.

When Jesus heard this, he said, “His sickness won’t end in death. It will bring glory to God and
his Son.”

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and brother. 8 But he stayed where he was for two more
days. Then he said to his disciples, “Now we will go back to Judea.”

“Teacher,” they said, “the people there want to stone you to death! Why do you want to go
back?”

Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in each day? If you walk during the day, you will
have light from the sun, and you won’t stumble. But if you walk during the night, you will
stumble, because you don’t have any light.” Then he told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep,
and | am going there to wake him up.”

They replied, “Lord, if he is asleep, he will get better.” Jesus really meant that Lazarus was dead,
but they thought he was talking only about sleep.

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead! | am glad that | wasn’t there, because now you
will have a chance to put your faith in me. Let’s go to him.”

Thomas, whose nickname was “Twin,” said to the other disciples, “Come on. Let’s go, so we can
die with him.”



SONG TO REFLECT “Still Rollin’ Stones” by Daigle
Praise Team

GOSPEL LESSON John 11:17-43 (CEV) Cindy Schendel

When Jesus got to Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many people had come from the
city to comfort Martha and Mary because their brother had died.

When Martha heard that Jesus had arrived, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the
house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. Yet
even now | know that God will do anything you ask.”

Jesus told her, “Your brother will live again!”

Martha answered, “I know that he will be raised to life on the last day, when all the dead are
raised.”

Jesus then said, “lI am the one who raises the dead to life! Everyone who has faith in me will
live, even if they die. And everyone who lives because of faith in me will never really die. Do you
believe this?”

“Yes, Lord!” she replied. “I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God. You are the one we hoped
would come into the world.”

After Martha said this, she went and privately said to her sister Mary, “The Teacher is here, and
he wants to see you.” As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went out to Jesus. He was still
outside the village where Martha had gone to meet him. Many people had come to comfort
Mary, and when they saw her quickly leave the house, they thought she was going out to the
tomb to cry. So they followed her.

Mary went to where Jesus was. Then as soon as she saw him, she knelt at his feet and said,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

When Jesus saw that Mary and the people with her were crying, he was terribly upset and
asked, “Where have you put his body?”

They replied, “Lord, come and you will see.”
Jesus started crying, and the people said, “See how much he loved Lazarus.”

Some of them said, “He gives sight to the blind. Why couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”



Jesus was still terribly upset. So he went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone rolled
against the entrance. Then he told the people to roll the stone away. But Martha said, “Lord,
you know that Lazarus has been dead four days, and there will be a bad smell.”

Jesus replied, “Didn’t | tell you that if you had faith, you would see the glory of God?”

After the stone had been rolled aside, Jesus looked up toward heaven and prayed, “Father, |
thank you for answering my prayer. | know that you always answer my prayers. But | said this,
so that the people here would believe that you sent me.”

When Jesus had finished praying, he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” The man who had been
dead came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of burial cloth, and a cloth covered

his face.
Jesus then told the people, “Untie him and let him go.”

SERMON Elder Nelson Townsend
“What | learned About Prayer
During My Mom’s Passing”

SONG OF RESPONSE “Breathe” by Michael W. Smith

Sending

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP Melanie Townsend
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SONG TO SEND “Your Love Awakens Me” by Quilala & Wickham

Praise Team

CHARGE & BENEDICTION Nelson Townsend

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU
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