
        
 

 
 

Service of Worship — July 12, 2026   
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
Some have entertained angels without knowing it.” — Hebrews 13:2 

   
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 
ELDER ON DUTY: Melanie Townsend 
 
HEAD USHER: Keith Langabee 
                 
HEARING ASSIST DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE. Please ask at the sound booth. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available during worship, located in Room 22 in the east wing.  
 
RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL 
ATTENDANCE PAD: Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code 
below. 

 
 
CONTACTING STAFF: The main office is open 8am–4pm, M–F. To reach a staff member by e-mail: 

• Rev. Karen Wright (Designated Pastor): karen.wright@gcpc.org 
• Emily Nelson Dixon (Dir. of Christian Education): emily.dixon@gcpc.org  
• Patrick O’Halloran (Dir. of Music Ministries): patrick.ohalloran@gcpc.org  
• Patrick Bell (Office Admin.): patrick.bell@gcpc.org 
• Tara Hyder (Finance Admin.): finance@gcpc.org 
• Jason Turner (Audio/Technical Dir.): E-mail both darktrainfilms@gmail.com & 

gcpc.media@gmail.com.  
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THE FALL SESSION OF DINNERS FOR 7 OR 8 will begin in August and finish in November. If you 
have participated before you know that meeting once a month is a great way to connect with 
other members. You have a choice of dinners in homes or dining out at restaurants. When you 
sign up, let us know your preference. Each group decides on the four dates and sets the times 
that work for the group. If you have any questions about how this works, please contact me or 
Laura. We will send out additional information after we hear from you. We will be organizing the 
groups starting on July 15. So, contact us as soon as possible. We look forward to hearing from 
you. Contact: Kathy Williams, 913-485-1776, kathykaskewilliams@gmail.com; or Laura Johnson, 
785-312-4502, lauraek04@gmail.com. 
 
JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS on Sunday, July 26, as 
we come together to assemble Blessing Bags to share with people in our community. Donations 
of the following items are appreciated: gallon-sized Ziploc bags, toothbrushes, travel-sized 
toothpaste, wet wipes, hand sanitizer, deodorant, lip balm, granola bars, protein bars, trail mix, 
bottled water or sports drinks, Band-Aids, travel-sized soaps and shampoos, disposable rain 
ponchos, and washcloths. Please sign up using the link below, and place donated items in the 
collection box located in the Weekday Entrance. If you would rather contribute financially, 

 “Pray for one another” — James 5:15 
We encourage you to remember the following in prayer: 

 
All Grieving the Death of a Loved One  
 
Surgeries/Hospitalizations/Illnesses: Dave Schesser 
 
Cancer Treatment: Trooper Shaw, Johnnie Baker  
 
Aging Challenges: Lee Will, Charlie Bogan 
 
Military Service: David Zak, C.J. Bradley, Seth Lorimer, Mary E. Johnson II, Alanna Funk, 
Shannon Lorimer, Clara Frye, Eliana Wilson. All veterans, deployed military, and reservists. 
 
Peace and Relief Workers; Unemployed and Underemployed; Families Struggling with 
Separation and Divorce; Individuals Struggling with Depression; Those Contemplating 
Suicide and Those Left Behind. 
 
Heartland Presbytery Partnership of Prayer: First Presbyterian Church, Clinton, MO; First 
Presbyterian Church, Corder, MO; Heartland Presbytery Commission on Ministry. 
 
(If you have a prayer request you would like to include in the bulletin, please contact the church 
office at office@gcpc.org, or send to gcpc.prayers@gmail.com.) 

SPOTLIGHT 
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monetary donations are also welcome, and Katie Hearn will be happy to do the shopping on your 
behalf. (Venmo: @katie-hearn-12, last four: 1560) Donation sign-up link: http://bit.ly/4piWfGp 
 
JOIN US FOR A MAHJONG AFTERNOON on Sunday, July 26, 2–4pm in Heartland Hall. Whether 
you're a seasoned player or curious to learn, all are welcome! RSVP to Katie Hearn 
(katiehearn08@gmail.com or 913-568-1560) or Erin Frye (erinmehl31@gmail.com or 913-220-
1107). Please indicate whether you'll be learning to play or coming to play so we can plan 
accordingly. Bring a snack to share! 
 
WHAT IS PER CAPITA? Per Capita is an amount paid per adult member of every PC(USA) 
congregation across the United States. It is a way we are the church together, and the local 
congregations support the work of the Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly.  While 
we have a line item in the budget for this expense, it helps our operating budget when members 
pay their per capita. For 2026, the total cost per adult member is $45.91.That is split between 
the three higher governing bodies as follows. Heartland Presbytery 31.50; Synod of Mid-America 
3.15; General Assembly 11.26 NOTE: There is a drop-down selection for per capita on our 
website if you choose to pay online. Navigate to the "Pay online" link or view the "Online Giving" 
tab. If you would like to write a check, please write Per Capita in the memo line. Per Capita is an 
annual payment.  If you have already submitted this year, thank you so much! 
 
 
 
JOIN THE ADULT EDUCATION CLASS TODAY in Room 3 at 10:45 a.m. as Patrick O’Halloran 
continues his thoughtful and engaging series, “Why the Church Sings.” Patrick’s first class was a 
wonderful beginning to this series — rich with insight, warmth, and a deep appreciation for the 
role music plays in the worship and life of the church. He helped us think about church music not 
simply as something we enjoy, but as something that forms our faith, gives voice to our prayers, 
teaches us theology, shapes our worship, and connects us to generations of Christians who have 
worshiped before us. 
 
Patrick will conclude this series on Sunday, July 19. Whether you attended the first class or are 
joining for the first time, you are warmly invited to come for this thoughtful and inspiring Adult 
Ed series. 
 
Join us in Room 3 at 10:45am today and July 19 for this thoughtful and inspiring Adult Ed series. 
 
Upcoming: 

• July 19 — Why the Church Sings – Part III — Patrick O’Halloran 
• July 26 — Blessing Bags for Homeless Families (intergenerational) — Charlotte, Mallory, 

& Katie Hearn 
• August 2 — Spiritual Practices 101: Small Steps Toward a Deeper Faith — Kevin Johnson 
• August 9 — No Sunday School — Ministry Fair 
• August 16 — Drawn IN - Dream & Hover 

ADULT  
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• August 23 — Drawn IN - Risk 
• August 30 — Drawn IN - Listen (intergenerational) 
• September 6 — Drawn IN – Reintegrate 

 
                

 
YOU ARE INVITED! Have you ever wondered how you can make a lasting difference in the life of 
a child? The answer might be simpler than you think… we invite YOU to be part of our Children’s 
Ministry!   
 
At Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, we believe some of the most important moments in 
faith happen when children are encouraged, supported, and shown God’s love in ways they can 
understand. And that’s where our amazing volunteers come in.  The truth is, you don’t need to 
be a teacher, have all the answers, or have years of experience working with children. What 
matters most is simply having a willing heart and a desire to help create a welcoming, fun, and 
faith-filled environment where children can grow in their faith.  Whether you can help once a 
month, assist during special events, support Sunday mornings, lend a hand with activities, or 
simply be another caring adult presence, there is a place for you here. 
 
Serving in Children’s Ministry isn’t just about what you give — it’s also about what you 
receive. The special relationship that you build with the children of our Church is great. Being 
greeted on Sunday morning with a big smile and a wave from a small hand. The opportunity to 
witness faith growing right before your eyes is something truly special.  Our Children's Ministry 
team would love to help you get involved. 
 
Please visit gcpc.org/youareinvited for more information or talk to any member of our Children's 
Ministry Team:  Emily Hussey, Laura Johnson, Keith Langabee, Emily Nelson-Dixon, Amy Sellers, 
Kristy Shaw or Christy Soule. Accept our invitation! Thank you for supporting our children at 
GCPC in their faith journey.  

 
                

 
KAIROS KLUES: Be sure to check out the KAIROS board just outside of Heartland Hall. LOTS of 
information as the USA continues to celebrate our 250+yrs and KS 165 years of 
democracy.  YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE. Your LAST day to register for the KS August 4 primary 
election is  July 14, 2026 — voter registration deadline in person, by mail, Fax, or e-mail 
attachment. The August primary has an important constitutional amendment on the ballot. 
(https://bit.ly/4y62zF3) 
   
 
 
MANY THANKS to Paul Bruns, Debbie Campbell, Jason Turner, and everyone else who helped to 
make the screening of Charity Redefined in June a success. Paul, Debbie, Jason and other 

CHILDREN 

MISSION  
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members of the Facilities Team took action to get the projector bulb replaced on short notice 
and coordinate technical details. Thanks to their work and the congregation’s generosity, we 
raised more than $800 for SowHope!   
 
JULY COMMUNION OFFERING — the PCUSA Mission Fund for the National Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Guatemala: Within the National Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Guatemala, Maya Quiché Presbytery serves the people of the central western highlands and 
operates the Bible Institute in San Cristobal. For many years, GCPC was part of a partnership 
between the Maya Quiché and Heartland Presbyteries.  This long partnership fostered theological 
education and mutual support. Although the partnership has ended, we can still support our 
siblings in Guatemala through gifts to the PCUSA Mission fund names above. Gives to this fund 
support evangelism, theological education, women's empowerment, and disaster assistance and 
will assist the Presbyterian Church of Guatemala in its commitment to strengthening the church 
and serving its people. To give, use the “Communion” option in the online portal to make a 
donation, or write “Communion Offering” on your check or envelope and donate it during 
Offering before August 1. 
 
OUR JULY DONATION PARTNER is Safehome (check their website to update list of needed items). 
Safehome is a domestic violence shelter in Overland Park. Their core purpose is to provide a 
healing atmosphere where survivors of domestic violence can gain inner strength, explore 
options, and be empowered to live a life free of abuse. As the only domestic violence shelter in 
Johnson County, and the largest in the state of Kansas, Safehome strives to break the cycle of 
domestic violence and partner abuse for victims and their children in our community.  Besides 
providing safe housing, Safehome also provides mental health counseling and legal services for 
shelter residents. Operating the shelter requires all the necessity of daily life for the women and 
children housed in it, many of whom leave their abusers with nothing but the clothes on their 
backs. You can help Safehome execute their important mission by donating an item from the list 
below; just leave donations in the Weekday Entrance bin anytime during July. Please note all 
items must be new, and toiletries must be full-sized. 
  

• new hand & body towels 
• toilet paper 
• paper towels 
• new pillows 
• new twin-sized comforters 
• new twin-sized sheet sets 
• shower curtains + rings 
• diapers (size 5 & 6) 

• small laundry baskets 
• full-sized shampoo, conditioner, 

body wash & hand soap 
• deodorant 
• hairbrushes 
• small trash cans 
• plastic cutlery 
• disposable plates/bowls 



 


