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God draws us together as 
a welcoming and faithful 

community, attentive to the 
Spirit’s leading, to worship 
with joy, grow as disciples, 

and share our gifts in service 
to God and neighbor. 

 
With gratitude for where 

we have been and hope for 
where God is leading us, 

we are sent to serve Christ 
in the world—extending 

Christ’s love, strengthening 
community, and living 
out the gospel through 

lives of grace, justice, and 
compassion.

11100 College Blvd.
Overland Park, KS 66210

913-345-1256
office@gcpc.org

gcpc.org

In addition to in-person 
worship, our service is also 

livestreamed on our website 
home page, Facebook and

YouTube channel.

At the Threshold:
Conversations on the Way to the Cross
Lent is a season of repentance—it is 
also a season of listening.

A season of standing at the edge of 
something not yet fully known.

We will listen to Jesus through 
conversations. Conversations that 
happen at thresholds—between night 
and day, belief and doubt, grief and 
hope, fear and trust. These are not quick 
exchanges. They unfold slowly. They ask 
honest questions. They leave people 
changed.

In the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11), Jesus stands at the threshold between 
identity and temptation. In the quiet of night (John 3:1–17), Nicodemus comes 
with questions he can barely put into words. At a well at noon (John 4:5–42), a 
Samaritan woman finds herself seen and known. Outside the temple (John 9:1–
41), a man born blind moves from darkness into sight—while others struggle 
to see. At a tomb (John 11:1–45), grief opens the way for resurrection hope. 

In each of these moments, Jesus does not rush people across the threshold. 
He meets them where they are—at a well, in the wilderness, in grief, in 
darkness—and invites them to remain long enough for truth to surface. 
These conversations are not about having the right answers. They are about 
becoming ready for transformation.

We are invited to pause, to listen, to notice where we are standing between 
what has been and what might be. At the threshold of repentance. Of healing. 
Of new life.

As we journey toward the cross, may we be attentive to the questions Jesus 
asks us.

May we be honest about our fears and our hopes. And may we discover that 
even at the threshold—especially at the threshold—God is already at work, 
drawing us toward resurrection.

— Pastor Karen

REFLECTIVE.  TRANSFORMATIVE.  HOPEFUL.
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MEETING JESUS
THROUGH CONVERSATIONS
AT THE THRESHOLDS
OF FAITH AND LIFE.

Lent Resources
Lent invites us into more than 
repentance; it calls us into 
attentiveness. This season 
asks us to slow down, to 
linger with questions, and to 
listen for God at the edges of 
our lives—where clarity has 
not yet arrived and faith is still 
being formed.

We have gathered a variety 
of thoughtful resources 
from across the PC(USA) to 
support a meaningful Lenten 
journey, for you, your family, 
and your congregation.

The GCPC Lenten Devotional 
Booklet is a companion for 
your Lenten journey, offering 
reflections to help you pause, 
pray, and realign with God.

NOTE:  The devotion of the 
day is sent out by email by 
the church office each day 
of Lent. If you are not on 
the church’s email list, email 
office@gcpc.org to be added 
to the list.

You can download the 
booklet, and view all of
the PC(USA) resources at 
gcpc.org/lent.

Holy Week Worship
March 29, Palm / Passion Sunday:  Worship at 9:30am. The Chancel Choir brings us Craig 
Courtney’s adaptation of Amazing Grace framing the beginning of Holy Week, inviting us 
to hear the story of grace with both celebration and tenderness as we enter the final days 
of Lent. Allen York, soloist.

April 2, Maundy Thursday:  Worship at 7:30pm. Sacrament of Communion. Praise 
Team. A reflective service remembering Christ’s final meal with his disciples and the 
commandment to love one another as we gather at the table before the cross.

April 3, Good Friday/Tenebrae Service:  Worship at 7:30pm.  Chancel Choir featuring 
cellist Daniel Yung. Heather Sorenson’s Tenebrae leads us through the ancient service of 
shadows. As candles are gradually extinguished, darkness fills the sanctuary, symbolizing 
the crucifixion and the silence of the tomb. Through choral music, scripture, prayer, and 
piano and cello reflection, we are invited not simply to observe the story, but to enter it.

April 5, Easter Sunday Worship / One Great Hour of Sharing:  Worship services at 9am 
and 11am. Sermon by Rev. Karen Wright. Sacrament of Communion.  (**NOTE:  The 
flowering of the cross begins 15 minutes prior to the start of each worship service.)
Music at 9am by the Praise Team. A joyful service filled with energetic song and 
proclamation of the resurrection.
Music at 11am by the Chancel Choir, organ, brass, orchestra, and Charter Ringers, a full 
and triumphant musical celebration of Easter’s hope.

Celtic Spirituality History and Practice
Lenten Adult Education Study led by Rev. Karen Wright
March 1 - March 29, 10:45am, Room 3
History is taken from How the Irish Saved Civilization by Thomas Cahill and Mythical Ireland 
by Anthony Murphy. Practices come from The Soul’s Slow Ripening by Christine Valters 
Paintner.

March 1: History Overview. Ancient Ireland, Pre-Christian, St. Patrick Monastic Communities.

March 8: Spiritual Practice of Thresholds - Thresholds are moments and places of change. 
We are invited to pause, notice and listen. 

March 15: Spiritual Practice of Learning by Heart - Knowing something deep within us is a 
practice that gives us wisdom even in moments of struggle. It goes deeper than memorization 
and is engrained within us.

March 22: Spiritual Practice of Solitude and Silence - Creating space to encounter God beyond 
the constant noise of the world. Practice attentive presence allows us to learn to rest in God.

March 29: Spiritual Practice of 3 Essential Things - This is a practice to help discern what are 
the three most important things in this season of your life?

mailto:office@gcpc.org
http://gcpc.org/lent
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Clerks Corner
At the February Session meeting, we continued to discuss 
ways to empower members to take initiative on things 
around the church.  We also discussed programs that may 
have outlived their usefulness and new ideas that might 
help the congregation to move forward.  We discussed 
how we discern the needs of congregation members as 
well as ways to make people aware of programs that we 
already have.  We have energy here (as evidenced by high 
attendance at Bingo and Adult Ed classes!) and we want 
to harness it! We are excited about a new water bottle 
filling station that will be installed next month and that 
the facilities team has made a plan to move forward with 
window replacement.  The nursery is going to be renamed 
in honor of Carolyn Chaffin and her 25 years of service.  

As always, if you have questions or concerns (or joys!), 
please talk to a member of Session. We don’t know what 
people don’t tell us!

— Melanie Townsend, Clerk of Session

Let’s get GCPC “Easter Ready!”
Easter is coming… and we’d love your helping hands to 
make our church shine inside and out! Join us for Spring 
Cleanup on Saturday, March 21, 9:00am–Noon at Grace 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. Together we’ll freshen up 
our church home so it looks as joyful as the season we’re 
preparing to celebrate.

Outdoor crew:  raking, weeding, clipping
Indoor crew:  dusting, vacuuming, polishing

No special skills required — just a willing heart and maybe 
a pair of work gloves! It’s a great way to serve, connect, and 
enjoy a little Saturday morning fellowship.

Please RSVP so we know you’re coming: https://gcpc.org/
calendar/spring-clean-up.html

For questions, contact Paul Bruns, Facilities Moderator. 
Let’s roll up our sleeves and make GCPC sparkle for Easter 
morning! 

100 Decorating Days until VBS 
Snowball Mountain Challenge!
Did you know we have only 100 decorating days until VBS 
Snowball Mountain Challenge? The excitement is building, 
plans are taking shape, and the first creative projects are 
already in the works!

To transform our church into Snowball Mountain, we’ll 
need plenty of helping hands. We hope you’ll join us 
for one (or more!) of our upcoming work sessions. We’ll 
gather in Room 13 (basement of the preschool wing) on the 
following dates:

•	 Sunday, March 15, Noon–2pm
•	 Tuesday, March 24, 1-3pm
•	 Friday, April 10, 6-8pm
•	 Wednesday, April 22, 9-11am

During these sessions, we’ll be creating all things snowy—
mountains, skis, snowboards, and plenty of frosty fun 
details to bring our theme to life. Whether you’re crafty, 
handy with scissors, or simply willing to lend a cheerful 
spirit, there’s a place for you.

And for those who may be wondering—you’ll be happy to 
know there are absolutely no plans for paper chains!

Join us as we prepare to welcome our children into a fun, 
faith-filled adventure at Snowball Mountain. We can’t wait 
to create something wonderful together!

(Photos of 2025 decorators)

https://gcpc.org/calendar/spring-clean-up.html 
https://gcpc.org/calendar/spring-clean-up.html 
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March Music & Worship
Join us this March as our Lenten journey continues, 
moving from reassurance and prayer toward the 
dramatic entrance into Holy Week. Each Sunday’s 
music helps us listen more deeply, sing faithfully, 
and prepare our hearts for the story of Christ’s 
passion and resurrection.

Sunday, March 1 - Second Sunday of Lent
Worship will be led by the Praise Team. Familiar and 
welcoming music helps the congregation gather confidently 
and center our worship at the start of the month as we 
continue the Lenten journey of repentance and trust.

Sunday, March 8 - Third Sunday of Lent
Worship will be led by Linda Dover, organ, and the Chancel 
Choir. The choir will share Even Here by Mark Miller, a gentle 
reminder that God’s presence accompanies us in every 
moment. Its message encourages trust and hope as we 
continue through Lent.

Sunday, March 15 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
Worship will be led by Linda Dover, organ, and the 
Chancel Choir. We will hear Create in Me by Terre Johnson, 
a reflective musical prayer asking for renewal and honest 
transformation. This music invites quiet listening and 
personal reflection in the middle of the season.

Sunday, March 22 - Fifth Sunday of Lent
Worship will be led by the Praise Team, with music by the 
Jubilation Ringers. Voices and bells join together in worship 
leadership, combining musical gifts in a joyful expression of 
the church’s shared song as we approach Holy Week.

Holy Week Music
Sunday, March 29 - Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday, 9:30am
Worship will be led by Linda Dover, organ, and the Chancel 
Choir. Craig Courtney’s adaptation of Amazing Grace frames 
the beginning of Holy Week, inviting us to hear the story of 
grace with both celebration and tenderness as we enter the 
final days of Lent. Allen York, featured soloist. 

Maundy Thursday, 7:30pm
Sacrament of Communion. Praise Team leads us in music at 
this reflective service remembering Christ’s final meal with 
his disciples and the commandment to love one another as 
we gather at the table before the cross.

Good Friday, 7:30pm
Chancel Choir featuring cellist Daniel Yung. Heather 
Sorenson’s Tenebrae leads us through the ancient service of 
shadows. As candles are gradually extinguished, darkness 
fills the sanctuary, symbolizing the crucifixion and the 
silence of the tomb. Through choral music, scripture, prayer, 
and piano and cello reflection, we are invited not simply to 
observe the story, but to enter it.

Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of the Lord
Come celebrate the risen Christ as together we proclaim: 
Christ is risen indeed! Worship services at 9am and 11am. 
Sermon by Rev. Karen Wright. Sacrament of Communion.

(NOTE:  The flowering of the cross begins 15 minutes prior to the 
start of each worship service.)

Music at 9am by the Praise Team. A joyful service filled with 
energetic song and proclamation of the resurrection.

Music at 11am by the Chancel Choir, organ, brass, 
orchestra, and Charter Ringers, a full and triumphant 
musical celebration of Easter’s hope. 

MUSIC MINISTRY

Bell Fest XXXVI
“AMERICANA”

This year’s Bell Fest will celebrate the rich sounds and 
spirit of Americana, leaning into music that reflects 

American folk traditions, hymns, and classic melodies 
with a warm, roots-inspired feel. While bells are

central to the event, Bell Fest also features a wide 
variety of musical gifts. If you’d like to share a piece —

with bells or another musical offering —
we would love to hear from you. Please email
patrick.ohalloran@gcpc.org to get involved.The GCPC Wind Ensemble, presented Anthem for Winds and 

Percussion by Claude T. Smith, on Sunday, February 22.

mailto:patrick.ohalloran@gcpc.org
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New Members Class
“This is Grace”- New Members’ Class will be held on 
Sunday, April 19th following the worship service at 
10:45am in room 5.

The class is led by Rev. Karen Wright and is open to 
all, and it is the best way to get an overview of the 
church. First time visitors and long-time friends are 
encouraged to attend to get questions answered and 
to discover the exciting ways Grace Covenant carries 
out God’s work.

There is no assumption on our part that you will join 
following the class. The class will include a discussion 
on the meaning of membership and “Everything 
you’ve wanted to ask a pastor but, have been unable to 
ask.” If you are interested, please contact Rev. Karen 
Wright via the church office at 913-485-1256, or Kathy 
Williams at 913-485-1776 or kathykaskewilliams@
gmail.com, or register online at gcpc.org/newmember.

Thank you
Office Volunteers!
Have you met our wonderful office volunteers?
We are so grateful for Mary Sue Thomas, Karen Pack, 
Nancy Taylor, and Anne Stroud, who faithfully serve 
our church each week.

Monday through Thursday, from 10am to 2pm, these 
dedicated women answer phones, take messages, 
respond to questions, and warmly greet everyone who 
enters through the weekday doors. Their presence 
ensures that each call is answered and every visitor 
feels welcome.

Mary Sue Thomas serves as the “leading lady” of the 
office volunteers, helping everything run smoothly. 
She manages Sunday attendance records and keeps 
track of the many comings and goings in the office. 
Each week, the team prints, collates, and organizes 
church bulletins so they are ready for Sunday worship. 
They also clean, sort, and restuff children’s worship 
bags so our youngest members are prepared to learn 
and grow. In addition, they send thoughtful notes and 
cards to members and visitors, extending care and 
connection throughout our congregation.

Most importantly, these faithful volunteers assist our 
Church Administrator, Patrick Bell, with countless 
behind-the-scenes tasks that many of us may never 
see—but that are essential to keeping our GCPC 
community running smoothly.

If you see them this week, be sure to say thank you 
for the time, care, and dedication they share so 
generously!

Easter Egg Hunt
The Children’s Ministry Team is so EGGScited for our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 28, at 10am!

Children of all ages are welcome, so invite your friends and every 
bunny you know! From 10am–10:45am there will be fun 
& games inside Heartland Hall, then at 10:45am – The BIG Egg 
Hunt begins! Bring your own baskets! (Outdoors if weather 
allows — but RAIN or SHINE, we WILL hunt those eggs!)  We 
REALLY need volunteers to help make this event happen! 
Whether you can help set up, guide activities, hide eggs, or 
clean up — we’d love to have you on the team. Candy donations 
are needed!  Hop on over to sign up to volunteer (or bring 
candy!) at gcpc.org/egghunt.  It takes a village to fill all those 
eggs — and we’re so grateful for ours!

Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS 
Get ready for a faith-filled summer 
adventure at Snowball Mountain 
Challenge Vacation Bible School, 
happening June 1–5, from 9am 
to Noon. Children ages 4 through 
5th grade are invited to become 
Challengers in this exciting winter-
themed experience full of games, 
music, learning, and joy.

$10 registration fee per child, due at the time of registration. Due 
to ordering deadlines, T-shirts will only be available for children 
who have been registered by May 1.

Sign up online at gcpc.org/vbs

VBS Volunteers Needed!
Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS wouldn’t be possible without 
wonderful volunteers! Opportunities are available for all ages 
and interests, including music, crafts, Bible stories, snacks, 
recreation, and science.

Sign up to volunteer at gcpc.org/vbsvolunteer

mailto:kathykaskewilliams%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kathykaskewilliams%40gmail.com?subject=
http://gcpc.org/newmember
http://gcpc.org/egghunt
http://gcpc.org/vbs
https://gcpc.org/vbs/volunteer.html
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KAIROS – Advocating for Peace, 
Justice, & Earthcare
Spring is on its way, daffodils are peeking up, surprise lilies 
have surprised us daily with the inches they seem to grow 
overnight. What we don’t see is the little creatures that are 
beginning to wake up to this new year. When you visit your 
gardens, think about talking to your plants and letting them 
know that they are welcome and you will share their beauty 
with all gods creations. 

It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood, A beautiful day 
for a neighbor, it’s a neighborly day in this beauty wood, a 
neighborly day for a beauty. So, let’s make the most of this 
beautiful day. Since we’re together, we might as well say, 
please, won’t you be my neighbor?
(Apologies to Mr. Rogers)

Check out the Presbyterians for Earth Care, Earth Care 2026 
Award Winners: https://presbyearthcare.org/annual-earth-
care-awards/

Now is the time to review what plants are the best for your 
gardens and the biodiversity of the world around you.  
Cities all around us are planning garden events beginning 
with weather changing and APRIL and Earth Day just around 
the corner.  Be sure to check out the Johnson County 
Extension Service – healthy biodiversity in your yard, Soil 
testing and Healthy Yards Expo information on their website 
at https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/, and keep an eye on the 
KAIROS bulletin board (just outside Heartland Hall).

Spring break is around the corner – take a walk or a hike 
and visit local parks/nature sanctuaries – Parkville Nature 
Sanctuary, Overland Park Arboretum, Shawnee Mission Parks, 
Johnson County Parks and Rec, Johnson County Museum 
(FREE: Thursday, March 19th). And so many more! 

Spring is also a time of change, both in the garden and 
many times in our lives and KAIROS is working on some 
changes, and WE NEED YOU.  We are changing the shoe 
collection, we are adding some lunch & learns, we are 
working with other GCPC teams, and so much more. IF you 
are interested in Caring for Creation or Peace or Justice 
Issues, SOME OR ALL - PLEASE LET US KNOW!  Drop us a note 
of your interest/availability to meet (in person, online, days, 
nights etc.) to: GCPCKAIROS@gmail.com.  If you see Andrew 
Sellers, Rick Randolph, Jo Randolph, Patty Smithson, Kelly 
Scarborough, and Jane Knoche stop and have a conversation. 

SAVE THE DATE , Sunday, April 19 for our FIRST Lunch 
& Learn – Special Guest: Patricia Tull and other US Team 
Members (https://www.godsgreen.org/us-team/)  of the 
Growing Gardens, Feeding Minds project in Kisumu, Kenya, 
Africa – with more information to come. 

What a blessing to serve!
Members of our church family volunteered with 
Habitat for Humanity of Kansas City on February 
20th, lending their hands and hearts to help build 
safe, affordable homes for families in need. From 
hammering nails to raising walls, each person brought 
their time, energy, and love to the worksite.

We’re grateful for opportunities like this to live out our 
faith through service — building not just homes, but 
hope. Thank you Eileen, Gay Lee, Nelson, Knute, and 
Cal for showing love in action.

https://presbyearthcare.org/annual-earth-care-awards/
https://presbyearthcare.org/annual-earth-care-awards/
https://www.johnson.k-state.edu/
https://www.godsgreen.org/us-team/
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Carolyn Chaffin 25th Anniversary
Recognition Reception on February 1. Bingo and Pizza Night photos from February 6

Covenant Group Potluck photos from February 22Life of the Church - Misc. photos
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January SMASH!
Our SMASH (K–5th grade) fellowship was off to a gold-
medal start in 2026 as we continued our Winter Olympics 
theme! Throughout the season, we’re discovering the 
many ways our faith journeys mirror those of Olympic 
athletes—requiring dedication, perseverance, and practice.

In January, we focused on self-mastery and the 
importance of spiritual practices. Adding a fun and 
memorable twist to the lesson, Rich Maxwell—our 
marvelous “marble man” and one of our newest GCPC 
members—shared his expertise and enthusiasm for 
marbles. He taught our children how to shoot marbles, 
play classic marble games, and even build impressive 
marble tracks. It was a joyful and hands-on way to explore 
discipline, focus, and practice in action! We are so grateful 
to have Rich sharing his gifts with our church family.

Special thanks as well to Christy Soule and Amy Sellers for 
coordinating SMASH, and to the many volunteers whose 
time and energy make this wonderful ministry possible.

February SMASH!
Children’s Ministries had an incredible SMASH night on 
February 15!  Our SMASH kids (K-5th grade) learned all 
about encouragement—through the lens of the Olympics 
and cheering on our teammates in faith and friendship.
We had 18 amazing kids and 5 awesome adult volunteers 
join the fun!

Here’s just a glimpse of what we did:
•	 Built and raced bobsleds down a chute
•	 Created an “Encouragement Torch” using the
	 kids’ handprints
•	 Practiced teamwork with the 4-person ski challenge
•	 Made crafts for Aberdeen
•	 Tried Olympic-style exercises from YouTube
•	 And enjoyed snowman pudding… on a 70-degree
	 February day!  

We’re so thankful for the laughter, teamwork, and big 
encouragement our kids shared with one another. SMASH 
is such a joy to be part of!  

GCPC Winter Olympics
A Global Celebration of Fellowship and Fun!

Heartland Hall was buzzing with excitement on January 
31st as GCPC gathered for our 2026 Winter Olympics! The 
room was filled with friendly competition, enthusiastic 
cheering, delicious international treats, and plenty of 
laughter as our church family came together for an 
unforgettable evening.

Six countries were represented this year: Germany, 
Greenland, Italy, Japan, Spain, and the USA. Each team 
competed for gold across six creative and energetic events: 
Curling, Speed Skating, Cross Country Skiing, Olympic 
Word Search, Olympic Trivia, and the always-challenging 
World Puzzle.

In addition to the games, teams shared fun facts about 
their countries and brought sweet and savory treats to 
enjoy — giving everyone a small “taste” of cultures from 
around the world. The combination of competition, 
learning, and fellowship made for a truly special event.

At our closing ceremony, medals were awarded as follows:
Bronze Medal – Greenland - (Kathy & Jerel Williams Team)
Silver Medal – USA - (Wright & Becher Team)
Gold Medal – Germany - (Hearn/Johnson Team)

Congratulations to all our medal winners — and a heartfelt 
thank you to every GCPC Olympian who participated. Your 
energy, good sportsmanship, and joyful spirit made the 
evening a tremendous success. We are so grateful for this 
church family and the many ways we can gather, laugh, 
compete, and celebrate together!

March at a Glance
March 1	 Regular Programming with Second Grade
	 First Communion, ATW, Sunday School

March 8	 Regular Programming ATW, Sunday School,
	 SMASH 4-6pm

March 15	 Spring Break – ATW, Combined Toddler/
	 Preschool and Elem-HS Sunday Schools

March 22	 Spring Break – ATW, Combined Toddler/
	 Preschool and Elem-HS Sunday Schools

March 28	 Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, 10am

March 29	 Palm Sunday – Regular Programming ATW,
	 Sunday School

April 5	 Easter – No ATW, No Sunday School for all ages

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Don’t miss the photos on the following pages highlighting our Children’s Ministry fun from January and February!
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25 Years of Faithful Service
Heartland Hall was filled with big smiles on Sunday, 
February 1, as we gathered to honor Carolyn Chaffin 
and celebrate her 25 years of faithful service as GCPC’s 
Childcare Coordinator. For a quarter of a century, Carolyn 
has lovingly cared for the children of our church, offering 
not just supervision, but warmth, patience, and steady 
presence. Generations of GCPC families have been blessed 
by her kindness and dedication.

Carolyn, thank you for the love and care you have shown 
to so many children. We are deeply grateful for all that you 
do. You are one of the many reasons GCPC is a safe and 
nurturing place where children can explore the wonder 
of God’s creation and begin building a foundation of faith 
that will sustain them for a lifetime.

Second Graders Prepare for 
Communion Workshop
Our second graders recently gathered for their 
Communion Workshop, where they learned about the 
meaning and significance of the sacrament—and even 
baked the bread that will be shared on Communion 
Sunday! The children had a wonderful time, asking 
thoughtful questions and discovering more about this 
special part of our worship life together.

On March 1, they will assist Pastor Karen in serving 
Communion to the congregation. What a joy it is to see 
them growing in faith and taking part in the life of our 
church!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper — Thank You!
A heartfelt thank you to our GCPC family for making this 
year’s Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper FUNdraiser such 
a wonderful success! Nearly 150 people joined us—a 
fantastic increase from last year! The Dixieland Band set 
the mood with lively, bayou-inspired big band energy 
while our dedicated crew kept the pancakes flipping and 
the smiles coming. It was an evening filled with great 
food, joyful fellowship, and plenty of fun. Special thanks 
to Emily Hussey for leading the charge and to Bill Turner 
for organizing our amazing team of flippers. And to all 
our volunteers—whether you helped set up, take tickets, 
flip pancakes, serve, or clean up—you batter believe we 
appreciate you! Thank you for making it such a memorable 
night for our church family!

Youth Group Growing
and Thriving!
Our youth group continues to grow and flourish in so 
many exciting ways. You’ll find our youth singing in the 
choir, engaging in thoughtful theological conversations 
during Sunday school, serving our congregation and 
community, and supporting one another at events both 
inside and outside of GCPC. And through it all, they make 
sure to have plenty of fun together!

February Youth Group was an absolute blast! Teams raced 
through the church completing silly challenges for a 
photo scavenger hunt, filling the halls with laughter and 
creativity. It was a joyful reminder that faith and fellowship 
go hand in hand.

Upcoming Activities
March 8	 Youth Group, 4-6pm 
Our youth live out our Matthew 25 promise with many 
service opportunities:
March 15	 Help lead combined Sunday school classes
	 at 10:45am
March 22	 Help lead combined Sunday school classes
	 at 10:45am
March 29	 Help lead Easter Egg Hunt Games, Saturday, 10am 
April 11	 Youth Sunday rehearsal 
April 12	 YOUTH SUNDAY!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Don’t miss the photos on the following pages highlighting our Children’s & Youth Ministry activities

YOUTH MINISTRY
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Worship Schedule
9:30am Worship

Streaming on YouTube, Facebook, gcpc.org
Visit gcpc.org for links

Upcoming Newsletter
Article Deadlines

April 2026 Issue - Deadline March 20
May 2026 Issue - Deadline April 20

MINISTRY UNITS
Congregational Nurture Unit Moderators
Care and Connections....Mary Ann Weyforth
Worship and Music..............Debbie Campbell,
	 ................................................. Barbara Douglas

Education Ministry Unit Moderators
Adult................................................Kevin Johnson 
Children................................................Kristy Shaw
Youth.......................................................Chris Cabe 

Reach Out Ministry Unit Moderators 
Kairos............................................... Rick Randolph
Mission................................................Mikki Walker
Welcoming....................................Kathy Williams

Supportive Ministry Unit Moderators  
Facility..................................................... Paul Bruns  
Generosity........................................Jane Knoche,
	 .................................................... Eileen Thomson 
Finance...................................................Beth Lillian
Personnel.......................................... Kevin Mason 

ELDERS
Johnnie Baker

Paul Bruns
Chris Cabe

Debbie Campbell
Barbara Douglas
Kevin Johnson
Andrew Sellers

Kristy Shaw

Frank Slovick
Jaylee Soule

Eileen Thomson
Michala Walker

Mary Ann Weyforth

Melanie Townsend 
Session Clerk

SUPPORT STAFF
Deacon Moderator.....................................Ginny Wirtz 
Operating Committee................................ Paul Bruns,

Barbara Douglas, Mikki Walker, Johnnie Baker, 
Melanie Townsend, and Rev. Karen Wright

Newsletter Editor/Marketing................ Kim Krueger
Prayer Chain..........................................Cheryl Johnson
Website Administrators...........................Kim Krueger,
	 ..........................................................................Patrick Bell 

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor, Rev. Karen Wright
karen.wright@gcpc.org ........................................ ext. 15

Church Administrator.............................. Patrick Bell
patrick.bell@gcpc.org...........................................ext. 10

Director of Christian Education
Emily Nelson Dixon ......................................ext.18
emily.dixon@gcpc.org

Finance Administrator..............................Tara Hyder
finance@gcpc.org 

Director of Music Ministries....Patrick O’Halloran
patrick.ohalloran@gcpc.org ..........................ext. 20

Praise Team Director............................Carrie DeVries
cdevriesbe@olatheschools.org

Organist.........................................................Linda Dover

Audio/Visual Director............................Jason Turner
Email both addresses if you need a video or audio 
played in worship. Send on the Wednesday prior 
to Sunday’s worship. darktrainfilms@gmail.com; 
gcpc.media@gmail.com
Praise Team Drummer................... Jill Endaya-Allen
Child Care Coordinator................... Carolyn Chaffin
Wedding Coordinator..............................Kristy Shaw
Funeral Coordinator........................Caroline Becher,
.......................................................................Ashley Jeffries

Follow us on Social Media!
Facebook:  facebook.com/GraceCovenantPresbyterian 

Instagram:  @gcpc_overlandpark  •  YouTube:  @gracecovenant443

Inclusive. Family Oriented. Welcoming.

11100 College Boulevard
Overland Park, KS 66210
Phone:	 913-345-1256
gcpc.org
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