
 
GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Service of Worship    December 6, 2020 10:00am 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE                                    “Good Christians All, Rejoice”                14th c. German Melody                  
      Exaltation! & Jubilation! Ringers             IN DULCI JUBILO 

 Kathy Bures, director                     arr. Jason W. Krug 

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Now is the time, let us pause. 
As we wait, may we hear the voice of God. 

Now is the time, let us watch. 
In our homes, at our work, even while waiting in line— 

may we see the face of Christ. 
Now is the moment, let us prepare our hearts. 

In our words, in our hearts, in all we say and do— 
may God’s extravagant love shine through. 

 
HYMN 93                            “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                 TRURO        





LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                     The Randolph Family 
     

HYMN                                       “Light the Advent Candle Two”                   ADVENT CANDLE SONG 
Chancel Ensemble sings first; All repeat 

 

Light the Advent candle two 

Think of angel’s heavenly tune.  

Angels singing "Peace on Earth"  

At the Blessed Savior's birth.  

 

Chorus:  

Candle, candle burning bright  

Shining in the cold winter night  

Candle, candle burning bright  

Fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

 

A TIME WITH STEWART    
                                                                                       

ADVENT PRAYER (video) 

                                                  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
All:    And also with you and all others! 

 
HYMN 121                                 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                    ST. LOUIS 

(Verses 1 & 2) 



 



Equipping 
 

 

LESSON FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES         Micah 5:2–5a            (Common English Bible)  
  

“As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah,     

    though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces, 

        one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come out from you. 

    His origin is from remote times, from ancient days. 

Therefore, he will give them up 

        until the time when she who is in labor gives birth. 

        The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel. 

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

        in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

        They will dwell secure, 

        because he will surely become great throughout the earth; 

        he will become one of peace.” 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                     Matthew 1:18–25                        (Common English Bible)  
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to 
Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to 
call off their engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet 
would be fulfilled: 

 
Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

          And they will call him, Emmanuel.[a] 
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”) 

 
When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as 
his wife. 25 But he didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. 
Joseph called him Jesus. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23167a


 

ANTHEM                                        “Festive Hodie”                               Traditional Latin Text 

                 Exaltation! Singers – Linda Bruns, piano                      Music by Greg Gilpin 
Rebecca Prater, director 

Hodie Christus natus est (Today Christ is born) 
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the highest) 

 
SERMON                        “From Sending Cards to Sending Peace”                   Rev. Mitch Trigger          

    

 

Sending 
 

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
HYMN 88                                 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                         VENI EMMANUEL 

  (Verses 1, 6, & 7 only) 



 



CHARGE & BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE                                                                   Linda Dover, organist                                       

 
 
 

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502. 
 


