GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Service of Worship December 6, 2020 10:00am

2" Sunday of Advent
Gathering
PRELUDE “Good Christians All, Rejoice” 14 c. German Melody
Exaltation! & Jubilation! Ringers IN DULCI JUBILO
Kathy Bures, director arr. Jason W. Krug

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Now is the time, let us pause.

As we wait, may we hear the voice of God.
Now is the time, let us watch.

In our homes, at our work, even while waiting in line—
may we see the face of Christ.
Now is the moment, let us prepare our hearts.
In our words, in our hearts, in all we say and do—
may God’s extravagant love shine through.

HYMN 93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 93
ﬁ F : ﬁ\J o3 & ﬂl EE

1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates;  be-hold the

M

"

2 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; make it a
3 Re - deem -er, come! I 0o - pen wide my heart to
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King  of glo - ry waits; the King of kings is
tem - ple, set a - part from earth - ly use for
thee;  here, Lord, a - bide. Let me  thy in - ner
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draw - ing near; the Sav - ior  of the world is  here.
heaven’s em - ploy, a-dorned with prayer and love and joy.
pres - ence feel; thy grace and love in me re - veal
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Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.

TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863 TRURO
MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778 LM



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH The Randolph Family

HYMN “Light the Advent Candle Two” ADVENT CANDLE SONG
Chancel Ensemble sings first; All repeat

Light the Advent candle two
Think of angel’s heavenly tune.
Angels singing "Peace on Earth"

At the Blessed Savior's birth.

Chorus:

Candle, candle burning bright
Shining in the cold winter night
Candle, candle burning bright
Fill our hearts with Christmas light.

A TIME WITH STEWART

ADVENT PRAYER (video)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you and all others!

HYMN 121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS
(Verses 1 & 2)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

121 O Little Town of Bethlehem
o)

| | | . | l | .

| | | I | : H I I

o — 4h'l,t = b‘—i—i—’*i—f‘—hé_j # =

1 0 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, how still we  see thee lie!

2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy and, gath-ered all a-bove,

3 How si-lent - ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is given!

4 O ho-ly child of Beth-le-hem, de-scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
So  God im-parts to  hu-man hearts the bless-ings of his heaven.
cast out our sin and en - ter in; be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last-ing light;
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro-claim the ho -1y birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing, but in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the greatglad ti-dings tell;
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the  hopes and fears of all the years are met in  thee to-night.
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and prais - es sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en-ters in.
O come to us; a - bide with us, our Lord Em - man-u - el!
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Though he was famed during his lifetime as a great preacher, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever preached has
been heard or read by as many people as have sung this carol he wrote in December 1868 for the Sunday
School children of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.

TEXT: Phillips Brooks, 1868 ST. LOUIS
MUSIC: Lewis Henry Redner, 1868 8.6.8.6.7.6.8.6
(alternate tune: FOREST GREEN)



Equipping

LESSON FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES Micah 5:2-5a (Common English Bible)

“As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces,
one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come out from you.
His origin is from remote times, from ancient days.
Therefore, he will give them up
until the time when she who is in labor gives birth.
The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel.
He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
They will dwell secure,
because he will surely become great throughout the earth;
he will become one of peace.”

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 (Common English Bible)

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to
Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her
husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to
call off their engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give
birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins.” Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet
would be fulfilled:

Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
And they will call him, Emmanuel.l?!
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”)

When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as
his wife. 2 But he didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son.
Joseph called him Jesus.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23167a

ANTHEM “Festive Hodie” Traditional Latin Text
Exaltation! Singers — Linda Bruns, piano Music by Greg Gilpin
Rebecca Prater, director
Hodie Christus natus est (Today Christ is born)
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the highest)

SERMON “From Sending Cards to Sending Peace” Rev. Mitch Trigger

Sending

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

HYMN 88 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL
(Verses 1, 6, & 7 only)



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som
2 O come, thou Wis-dom from on high, who or-derest
3 O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy
4 O come, thou Root of Jes - se, free thine own from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el, that mournsin lone -ly ex - ile
all things might - i - ly: to us the path of knowl - edge
tribeson Si -  nai’s height in an - cient times didst give the
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell thy peo - ple
’Lp H : \ --—I — { - o -
e . — [ — 4
here  un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
show; and teach us in her ways to  go. .. .
. . Re-joice! Re-joice!
law in cloud and maj-es - ty and awe.
save and give them vic-tory o'er the grave.
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Em-man - u - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

6 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

One stanza of this paraphrase of the great O Antiphons may be sung on each of the last days of Advent as follows:

Dec. 17: O Wisdom (2)
Dec. 18: O Lord of might (3)
Dec. 19: O Root of Jesse (4)

Dec. 20: O Key of David (5)
Dec. 21: O Dayspring (6)
Dec. 22: O Desire of Nations (7)

Dec. 23: O Emmanuel (1)

These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons sung during the week before Christmas;
their roots date at least to the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-Reformation sources.

VENI EMMANUEL
LM with refrain

TEXT: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite
MUSIC: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 John Weaver



CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Linda Dover, organist

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and Onelicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OnelLicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502.



