
 
 
 

Service of Worship    February 9, 2025     9:30am 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Gathering 
 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “Be Still My Soul”     James Swearingen 

GCPC Wind Ensemble 

 
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One:    We have come to worship God, the living God, 
All:       Who calls prophets and teachers to bear witness. 
One:    We have come to praise God, the almighty God, 
All:      Who answers the forces of hatred and hurt with the power of grace. 
One:    We have come to worship God, all-gracious God, 
All:      Who chooses even you and me, to receive and carry the Word of life and 
 hope. All glory to God! 

 



*HYMN 65   “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  CWM RHONDDA

                



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson-Dixon 

God you call us, and we listen to the voices in the world. You call us, and we walk a different 
path of our choosing. We often fail to be your hands and feet and choose ease and comfort. 
Hear us as we pray. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Almighty God, the world is filled with voices that distract us. Distractions that 
lead us away from you or cloud our sense of purpose. We are at times frightened 
and overwhelmed by the volume of the world, and we shrink from all the noise.  
Forgive us when we fail to respond to your call; forgive us when we lose our way; 
forgive us when we are frightened. Send your Spirit to renew our faith. Send your 
Spirit that we may see your hand guiding us in the past and in the present so we 
may trust in your guidance in the days to come. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
We have been made clean in the waters of baptism. Open our ears to hear your call. Open our 
hearts to sense the nudges of the Holy Spirit. Help us stand as your disciples and reach out to 
the world around us in love. Remind us that we are loved, and we are forgiven.   

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 155   “Raise a Song of Gladness”  JUBILATE DEO

  



 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (NRSVue)   Melanie Townsend 

Now I want you to understand, brothers and sisters, the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if 
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain. 
 
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures and that he was buried and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as 
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not I but the grace of God that is with me.  Whether then it was I or they, 
so we proclaim and so you believed. 

 

ANTHEM                                               "Lord, Here Am I"                                       John Ness Beck  
 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers 

Master, Thou callest, I gladly obey; Only direct me, and I’ll find Thy way. 

Teach me the mission appointed for me, What is my labor, and where it shall be. 

Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.” 

 

Willing, my Savior, to take up the cross; willing to suffer reproaches and loss; 

Willing to follow, if Thou will but lead; only support me with grace in my need. 

Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.” 

 

Living or dying, I still would be thine, yet I am mortal while thou art divine. 

Pardon, whenever I turn from the right; Pity, and bring me again to the light. 

Master, Thou callest, and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.” 

 
                     
SCRIPTURE LESSON               Luke 5:1–11 (NRSVue)  

Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in on 
him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 
gotten out of them and were washing their nets.  He got into one of the boats, the one belonging 
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat.  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch.”  Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  When they had done 
this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst.  So they signaled their 



partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
they began to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, saying, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  For he and all who were with him were astounded at the 
catch of fish that they had taken,  and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and  
followed him. 

    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Followers Not Fish”                          Rev. Karen Wright     
 
RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBERS   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC    by David R. Holsinger 

“On a Hymnsong of Philip Bliss” (It is Well With My Soul) 
GCPC Wind Ensemble 

 
 Sending 

 



*HYMN  39  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  FAITHFULNESS

  



 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     Rev. Karen Wright 

 

POSTLUDE                
  

*Stand in body or spirit 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 



 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 
 

GCPC Wind Ensemble 
 

Flutes: Susan Culp, Katie Hearn, Jani Scheppers, Debbie Stewart 

Clarinets: Bob Dover, Edwin Fukunaga, Amy Jantz 

Bass Clarinet: Natalie Walker 

Tenor Saxophone: Richard Rogers 

Trumpets: Charlie Graves, Russ Thompson, Darryl Prater, Kevin Schwartz 

Antiphonal Trumpets: Tim Ross, Mary Russell, Jim Kelly 

Horns: Jim Kelly, Wendy Kenemer, Ellin Schoenfeld 

Trombones: David Roth, David England 

Baritone: Lara Schesser 

String Bass: Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney 

Percussion: Chris Culp, Jill Endaya-Allen 

Organ: Linda Dover 

 
 

 
 

11100 College Boulevard ♦ Overland Park, KS 66210 
 Phone (913) 345-1256 ♦ www.gcpc.org 

 
 
 
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

http://www.gcpc.org/
https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

