
 
 
 

Service of Worship     July 5, 2026     9:30am 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE  “My Lord! What a Morning” SPIRITUAL 
 Linda Dover, organ arr. Emma Lou Diemer 

  
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Unison) 

ONE: Come, people of God, to the house of the Lord. Not because these walls 
contain God, but because here we are gathered into Christ's body. 

ALL:  We come as living stones, built into a spiritual house of love, hope, and 
grace. 

ONE: These walls have held generations of prayer, praise, grief, and joy. May we 
honor this place by the lives we live within it. 

ALL:  Come, let us worship the living God, who builds not only sanctuaries of 
stone, but communities of faith, hope, and love. 

 
*HYMN  301     “Let Us Build a House”              TWO OAKS 

(Verses 1, 4, and 5) 



 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

Buildings can be spiritual places, but it is the people who gather that are the living stones. 
Trusting in God's abundant mercy, let us confess our sin together. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)  

Faithful God, you have called us to be living stones, built into a dwelling place for 
your Spirit. Yet we confess we have not always cared well for what you've 
entrusted to us, forgetting that this building is not an end in itself, but a tool for 
ministry — where strangers become neighbors, children learn your story, where 
all are welcome, and your people are sent into the world. Strengthen our 
commitment to care faithfully for these gifts, that this church may remain a place 
of welcome, worship, and witness for generations to come. We pray in the name 
of Christ, our cornerstone. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   

Christ is the living cornerstone. And by God's grace, we too are made living stones, forgiven, 
restored, and built into a spiritual house  to proclaim God's love in the world. Our calling is made 
clear: to be the Church together, serving God with grateful hearts. 
 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN    

(Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship time, is on summer hiatus. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children, and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 

children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship. 
  



SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*RESPONSE 582 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”   GLORY TO GOD 

 

 
 

Equipping 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                        1 Kings 6:1–7 (NRSVue)            Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney 
In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, he began to 
build the house of the Lord. The house that King Solomon built for the Lord was sixty cubits long, 
twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. The vestibule in front of the nave of the house was 



twenty cubits wide, across the width of the house. Its depth was ten cubits in front of the house. 
For the house he made windows with recessed frames. He also built a structure against the wall 
of the house, running around the walls of the house, both the nave and the inner sanctuary, and 
he made side chambers all around. The lowest story was five cubits wide, the middle one was 
six cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits wide, for around the outside of the house he 
made offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams should not be inserted into the 
walls of the house.  The house was built with stone finished at the quarry so that neither hammer 
nor ax nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built. 

 
 

ANTHEM “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
 GCPC Brass Ensemble and Linda Dover, organ 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON         1 Peter 2:4–5 (NRSVue) 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and  like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 
  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON           Rev. Karen Wright 

“Reports from the Field: God Is in the Building” 
 
HYMN 525   “Let Us Break Bread Together”                      LET US BREAK BREAD 



 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Simple Gifts” arr. Chuck Marohnic 
  Linda Dover, piano 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table 
The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

The Words of Institution  
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
Music During Communion       
 “There’s a Spirit in the Air” Sue Mitchell Wallace
 “Theres a spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere: 

Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working in our world…” – Brian Wilson 
  
 “Beach Spring” SACRED HARP 

arr. Gilbert M. Martin 
Prayer After Communion 

  
Sending 

 
*HYMN  337 “My Country, ’Tis of Thee”            AMERICA 



 
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” NATIONAL HYMN 
 Linda Dover, organ arr. Karen Keene 
 
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 

GCPC Brass 
Darryl Prater, trumpet 

Karen Wright, trombone 
Patrick O’Halloran, trombone 

Lara Schesser, euphonium 
Kirk Heer, bass trombone 

 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 
 
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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