
 
 

Service of Worship     October 12, 2025      9:30am 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE  Linda Dover, organist 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         

ONE:  Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose hope is in God. 
ALL:  We are like trees planted by water, sending out roots by the stream. 
ONE:  Though heat comes, we shall not be scorched. Though drought lingers, we 
 will not wither. 
ALL:  Our leaves stay green; we bear fruit in due season. 
ONE:  The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, small yet full of promise. 
ALL:  We come to worship the God who plants, who nurtures, and who brings  
 the harvest. 
 

*HYMN 771     “What Is the World Like”               NEW WORLD 



 
 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN    
 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)   
   

CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 
God calls us to trust deeply, to plant generously, and to grow faithfully. But we confess that too 
often we cling to fear, withhold our gifts, and resist growth. Let us come before the God of 
mercy, who hears our prayers and renews our lives. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, You sow seeds of hope and life, but we confess that we do not 
always trust Your promise. We cling to what we know, afraid to risk new 
beginnings. We measure with scarcity instead of abundance. We withhold when 
You call us to plant, and we resist when You invite us to grow. Forgive us, Lord.  
Turn our hearts toward the streams of Your mercy.  Plant in us the seeds of faith, 
that we might bear fruit for the sake of Your kingdom. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Friends, hear the good news:  Even when our trust falters, God’s faithfulness does not. Like a 
tree planted by living water, we are nourished by God’s grace. In Jesus Christ, the seed of new 
life has taken root, and by His love, we are forgiven. 
 
Thanks be to God! We are forgiven, renewed, and called to grow! 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 692    “Spirit, Open My Heart”                    WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 



 
 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON        Mark 4:30–32 (CEB)           Tom Stroud 

Jesus continued, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom? What parable can I use to explain it?  

Consider a mustard seed. When scattered on the ground, it’s the smallest of all the seeds on the 
earth;  but when it’s planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all vegetable plants. It produces 
such large branches that the birds in the sky are able to nest in its shade.” 

 
ANTHEM   “With A Voice of Singing” Martin Shaw 

 Chancel Choir – Patrick O’Halloran, director 
 

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.  

The Lord hath delivered His people, Alleluia! 
O be joyful in God, all ye lands 

O sing praises to the honor of His name,  
make His praise to be glorious 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia! 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                      Jeremiah 17:5–10 (CEB) 
The Lord proclaims: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere humans, 
    who depend on human strength 
    and turn their hearts from the Lord. 
They will be like a desert shrub 
    that doesn’t know when relief comes. 
They will live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
    in a barren land where no one survives. 
 Happy are those who trust in the Lord, 
    who rely on the Lord. 
 They will be like trees planted by the streams, 
    whose roots reach down to the water. 
They won’t fear drought when it comes; 
    their leaves will remain green. 
They won’t be stressed in the time of drought 
    or fail to bear fruit. 
 The most cunning heart— 
    it’s beyond help. 
        Who can figure it out? 
 I, the Lord, probe the heart 
    and discern hidden motives, 
        to give everyone what they deserve, 
        the consequences of their deeds. 



 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Planted in Faith”              Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

 
STEWARDSHIP MINUTE  Joy Slayton 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC    Linda Dover, organist 

 
Sending 

 
*HYMN 716    “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”       BEACH SPRING 



 
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       Rev. Karen Wright 
 
POSTLUDE  Linda Dover, organist 
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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