
 
Service of Worship    July 25, 2021    10:00am 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time     

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE  Linda Dover, organist 

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (One)     Psalm 145:10–18 

All that you have made gives thanks to you, Lord, 

    all your faithful ones bless you! 

They speak of the glory of your kingdom, 

    they talk all about your power, 

to inform all human beings about God’s power 

    and the majestic glory of God’s kingdom. 

Your kingdom is a kingship that lasts forever, 

    your rule endures for all generations. 

The Lord is trustworthy in all that he says, 

    faithful in all that he does. 

The Lord supports all who fall down, 

    straightens up all who are bent low. 

All eyes look to you, hoping, 

    and you give them their food right on time, 

opening your hand 

    and satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 

    faithful in all his deeds. 

The Lord is close to everyone who calls out to him, 

    to all who call out to him sincerely. 



 SONG OF PRAISE 1              “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty!”                          NICAEA 
    (Stanzas 1, 2, and 4) 

 



 



A TIME WITH STEWART 

                                                                              

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (One) 

Most Holy God, 

we confess to you and to each other 

that we are rarely just in all our ways, 

and far from being kind in all our doings. 

What we want to be and what we actually are, 

are two different things. 
 

Our lives are a miss-mash of astuteness and stupidity, 

of moral strength and cowardice, 

of kindness and meanness, 

of openness and cunning, 

of sincere love for you yet also of conniving self-interest. 
 

We need both your justice and your kindness 

to convict us of our sins, 

to forgive and cleanse us, 

and to save us from the power of evil in the days that lie ahead. 

We need your mercy to wipe away shame and disabling regrets, 

your light to give us our bearings, 

and your friendship to delight with us in our happiness 

and to comfort us in our sorrows. 
 

Please grant to us, loving God, 

the grace of a new beginning 

and the joy of an enlarged love for you. 

Give us a passion for all your loving ways. 

Through Christ Jesus our brother and Redeemer.  Amen 
                                                                                                                                     
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

(Please remain at your place and share the peace from where you are.) 
 
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
All:    And also with you and all others!  

 

 



Equipping 
 
ANTHEM  “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”                            arr. Ed Lojeski 

 Chancel Singers II           by Thomas A. Dorsey 

 Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney, string bass — Daniel Cole, drum set 

 Barbara Douglas, Cindy Schendel, Terri Monrad, Pam Kelly, 

 Jim Kelly, Linda Bruns, Nelson Townsend, and Joe Hoffman 
 

 Precious Lord take my hand, lead me on, let me stand. I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

 Thru the storm thru the night, lead me on to the light. Take my hand Precious Lord lead me home. 

 When my way grows drear Precious Lord linger near when my life is almost gone.  

 Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall. Take my hand Precious Lord, lead me home. 

 When the darkness appears and the night draws near and the day is past and gone. 

 At the river I stand, guide my feet, Lord, hold my hand, take my hand Precious Lord, lead me home.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                             II Samuel 11:1–15 (CEB) John Gilbert 

In the spring, when kings go off to war, David sent Joab, along with his servants and all the Israelites, 

and they destroyed the Ammonites, attacking the city of Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 

One evening, David got up from his couch and was pacing back and forth on the roof of the palace. 

From the roof he saw a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone and 

inquired about the woman. The report came back: “Isn’t this Eliam’s daughter Bathsheba, the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite?” So David sent messengers to take her. When she came to him, he had sex with her. 

(Now she had been purifying herself after her monthly period.) Then she returned home. 5 The woman 

conceived and sent word to David.  “I’m pregnant,” she said. Then David sent a message to Joab: “Send 

me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, David asked about the 

welfare of Joab and the army and how the battle was going. Then David told Uriah, “Go down to your 

house and wash your feet.” Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. However, 

Uriah slept at the palace entrance with all his master’s servants. He didn’t go down to his own house. 
10 David was told, “Uriah didn’t go down to his own house,” so David asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just 

returned from a journey? Why didn’t you go home?” “The chest and Israel and Judah are all living in 

tents,” Uriah told David. “And my master Joab and my master’s troops are camping in the open field. 

How could I go home and eat, drink, and have sex with my wife? I swear on your very life, I will not do 

that!” Then David told Uriah, “Stay here one more day. Tomorrow I’ll send you back.” So Uriah stayed 

in Jerusalem that day. The next day David called for him, and he ate and drank, and David got him 

drunk. In the evening Uriah went out to sleep in the same place, alongside his master’s servants, but 

he did not go down to his own home. The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with 

Uriah. He wrote in the letter, “Place Uriah at the front of the fiercest battle, and then pull back from 

him so that he will be struck down and die.” 

 

SERMON               “The Snare of Power”               Rev. Sue Trigger   

 

   Sending 



A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

 
HYMNAL 698                                  “Take, O Take Me as I Am”                        TAKE ME AS I AM 

 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  

 
POSTLUDE  Linda Dover, organist 

 
GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 
Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502. 

 


