
 
GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Service of Worship    January 3, 2021 10:00am 
2nd Sunday After Christmas 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE                                 “Lo, How a Rose ‘Ere Blooming”   Johannes Brahms                                       

Linda Dover, organ 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
                   
CALL TO WORSHIP  (spoken together) 

People of the world, it is time to celebrate new beginnings. 

Let us step into the new year with faith! 

People of faith, it is time to look ahead in hope. 

Let us step into the unknown with hope! 

People of hope, it is time to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Let us step forward together as God’s family! 

 

HYMN 147                                          “The First Nowell”                                  THE FIRST NOWELL    

  (st. 1, 2, & 3 Verse Only, No Refrain; – st. 4 & 6 Full Verse & Refrain)             

       



 



 
 

A TIME WITH STEWART    
                                                                                       

PRAYER FOR LOVE (video) 

                                                       

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
All:    And also with you and all others! 
 
HYMN 144                                       “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                     CRANHAM  
 



 
 



Equipping 
 
GOSPEL LESSON                        John 1:1-18                                                          (NRSV)  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known.  

 

SOLO                                  “*It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”           arr. David Foster 
                     David Sutherland, tenor          & Sarah Michael Foster 

*The “it” of the first line of this text does not refer to 
the birth of Jesus, but to “that glorious song of old,” 

the angelic tidings of peace on earth. 

 
SERMON                                            “Ending/Beginning”                                   Rev. Mitch Trigger          

                
 

Sending 
 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP   



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
     The Great Thanksgiving 
     Breaking of the Bread 
     Communion of the People 
     Prayer after Communion 
 
HYMN 136                                “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                                      GO TELL IT 
 



 
 



CHARGE & BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE                        “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”                                  J.S. Bach                                      

Linda Dover, organ 
 
 
 

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 
 

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502. 
 


