GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Service of Worship January 23, 2022, 9:30am
The 3rd Sunday After Epiphany

Gathering
PRELUDE

“We Gather Together”
“Come, All Christians, Be Committed”

Dutch Folk Song
arr. Mark Hayes
The Sacred Harp, 1844
arr. Mark Hayes

Linda Dover, piano

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP
We meet one another here today, bringing the whole of who we are as members united
in one body. If there were only one, where would the body be? We bring each of our
individual gifts, given to us by God to serve. If there were only one gift, how would we
be the church? Gather us in, Spirit of Wisdom, so that we may be the one body you have
created. For we are many and still one.
*HYMN 301

“Let Us Build a House” (All Are Welcome)

TWO OAKS

A TIME WITH STEWART
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Creator God, we know that you have made us to work with one another as one body.
But, too often, we find it easier to stay with what feels familiar or comfortable. We set
priorities that serve our own interests, dividing the body as we say to other members, “I
have no need of you.” When we see pain and injustice, we try not to share in suffering.
Yet, we are eager to share in celebrations we have neglected to earn. We cling to our
individualism and abandon the call to be generous caretakers of the whole of your
creation. Guide us back to the path you have set out for us all to follow. Embolden us to
honor both the gifts in ourselves as well as the gifts in others. Strengthen us to live into
our discomfort so that we may be the one body you have created us to be. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
One: Though we fall short, God’s forgiveness never ceases. Live into the good
news that in Jesus Christ you are forgiven and freed to answer God’s call
to live as one body!
Many: Thanks be to God!

Equipping

EPISTLE LESSON (video)

1 Corinthians 12:12–31

THE MESSAGE
You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own
body. Your body has many parts—limbs, organs, cells—but no matter how many parts you can name,
you’re still one body. It’s exactly the same with Christ. By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye
to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call our own shots, but then we
entered into a large and integrated life in which he has the final say in everything. (This is what we
proclaimed in word and action when we were baptized.) Each of us is now a part of his resurrection
body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain—his Spirit—where we all come to drink. The old labels
we once used to identify ourselves—labels like Jew or Greek, slave or free—are no longer useful. We
need something larger, more comprehensive.
I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less. A body isn’t just a
single part blown up into something huge. It’s all the different-but-similar parts arranged and
functioning together. If Foot said, “I’m not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I don’t
belong to this body,” would that make it so? If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like Eye, transparent and
expressive; I don’t deserve a place on the head,” would you want to remove it from the body? If the
body was all eye, how could it hear? If all ear, how could it smell? As it is, we see that God has carefully
placed each part of the body right where he wanted it.
But I also want you to think about how this keeps your significance from getting blown up into
self-importance. For no matter how significant you are, it is only because of what you are a part of. An
enormous eye or a gigantic hand wouldn’t be a body, but a monster. What we have is one body with
many parts, each its proper size and in its proper place. No part is important on its own. Can you
imagine Eye telling Hand, “Get lost; I don’t need you”? Or, Head telling Foot, “You’re fired; your job has
been phased out”? As a matter of fact, in practice it works the other way—the “lower” the part, the
more basic, and therefore necessary. You can live without an eye, for instance, but not without a
stomach. When it’s a part of your own body you are concerned with, it makes no difference whether
the part is visible or clothed, higher or lower. You give it dignity and honor just as it is, without
comparisons. If anything, you have more concern for the lower parts than the higher. If you had to
choose, wouldn’t you prefer good digestion to full-bodied hair?
The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church:
every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts we
see and the parts we don’t. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing.
If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance.
You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your
part of that body does your “part” mean anything. You’re familiar with some of the parts that God has
formed in his church, which is his “body”: apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers,
helpers, organizers, those who pray in tongues.
But it’s obvious by now, isn’t it, that Christ’s church is a complete Body and not a gigantic,
unidimensional Part? It’s not all Apostle, not all Prophet, not all Miracle Worker, not all Healer, not all
Prayer in Tongues, not all Interpreter of Tongues. And yet some of you keep competing for so-called
“important” parts.
But now I want to lay out a far better way for you.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words
Thanks be to God
ANTHEM (video)

“For Everyone Born”

arr. Tom Trenney

Chancel Singers I – Donna Heer, violin
Liz Chandler, Beth Lillian, Terri Monrad, Carol Syers, Sue Trigger, Connie Richards,
Patrick O’Halloran, Darryl Prater, Tom Jennings, Joe Hoffman, & Bob Dover
For ev’ryone born a place at the table, for ev’ryone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe space for growing, for ev’ryone born, a star overhead,
and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy!
For woman and man, a place at the table, revising the roles, deciding the share,
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, dividing a system that’s fair, (Refrain)
For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young and for old, the right to belong, (Refrain)
For ev’ryone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be,
To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for ev’ryone born, the right to be free,
and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy!

SERMON

“I’m In!”

Rev. Sue Trigger

Sending
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(Adapted from the Belhar Confession)
We believe in the triune God who gathers, protects, and cares for the church, one
universal body called from the entire human family. We believe that unity is both a gift
and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ and that this unity must be manifest and
active in a variety of ways. These include that we love one another; that we pursue and
practice community; that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be
of benefit and blessing to one another; and that we need one another as we share in
one faith, one calling, one soul, and one mind. Therefore, we reject any doctrine which
causes sinful separation of people, breaks the active unity of the church, or professes
unity while alienating one another. We believe that God calls the church to do what is
good and to seek the right, to stand by people in suffering and need, to strive against
injustice, and to bring about true peace among people.
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*HYMN 767

“Together We Serve”

SAN ANSELMO

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“We Are God’s People”

Johannes Brahms
arr. Fred Bock

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU

Today’s liturgy was written by Kate Trigger Duffert,
Manager of General Assembly Business and Per Capita

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502.

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the
link.

