£

GRACE COVENANT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service of Worship  October 11,2026 9:30am
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted

PRELUDE “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” arr. Randall D. Standridge
GCPC Winds

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Karen Wright

*CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: The Spirit of God is poured out upon all people.

ALL: We come, ready to receive God's transforming grace.

One: Behind locked doors, Christ speaks peace and breathes new life.

ALL: We open our hearts to the Spirit who makes all things new.

One: Young and old, dreamers and prophets, people of every generation—we
are invited into God's future.

ALL: Come, Holy Spirit! Transform us and make us witnesses to God's love.
Let us worship God, whose Spirit renews the world.

*HYMN 41 “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” LYONS



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

47T O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!
£ & | |

, , | ‘ |

] ! ! | ! |

4+ 3 3 ¢ -

T -

10 wor - ship the  King, all glo - rious a - bove!
2 O tell of God’s might; @] sing of God's grace,
3 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
4 Your boun - ti - ful care  what tongue can re - cite?
5 Frail c¢hil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
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@ grate - ful - ly sing God’s power and Gods love:
whose robe s the light, whose can - o - py space,
Al - might -y vyour power has found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air: it shines in the light;
in you do we trust, nor find vou fto fail;
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of Days,
whose char - iots of wrath the deep thun - der-clouds form;
es - tab - lished it fast Dby a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the hills; it de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
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pa - vil-icned in  splen-dor and gird - ed with praise.
and bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm.
and round it has  cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in the dew and the rain.
our Mak - er, De - fend - er, Re - deem-er, and Friend.
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Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God, this free paraphrase of
Psalm 104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve. Though it was first published in England, the
tune has been mare popular in Narth America than there.

TEXT: Robert Grant, 1833, alt. LYONS
MUSIC: Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784, alt, 10.10.11.11



CALL TO CONFESSION

The Spirit of God moves among us, bringing life where there is fear, hope where there is despair,
and possibility where we see only limitations. Yet we sometimes resist the Spirit's transforming
work, clinging to what is familiar and protecting what we know. With humility and trust, let us
confess our need for God's renewing grace.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)

Gracious and transforming God, You breathe peace into our fear and possibility
into our uncertainty. Yet we confess that we often resist your Spirit. We cling to
familiar ways, protect what is ours, and close ourselves to the changes your love
invites. Forgive us when we mistake comfort for faithfulness and security for
abundant life. Open our hearts to your renewing presence. Transform our minds,
our priorities, and our lives so that we may reflect your love in all that we do.
Make us willing vessels of your Spirit, ready to receive your gifts and share them
generously with the world. In Christ's name, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Hear the good news: The risen Christ comes among us and says, "Peace be with you." God's
Spirit is poured out upon us, not because we are perfect, but because God is gracious. In Christ,
we are forgiven, renewed, and invited into new life.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
ONE: May the peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you and all others!

*RESPONSE 581 “Glory Be to The Father”

Equipping

SCRIPTURE LESSON John 20:19-23 Anne Stroud



When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

ANTHEM “Nettleton” arr. Johnnie Vinson
GCPC Winds
SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 2:14-21

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words
Thanks be to God!

SERMON “The Spirit Transforms Us" Rev. Karen Wright

HYMN 288 “Spirit of the Living God” LIVING GOD



GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Spirit of the Living God
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Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
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KOREAN SPANISH
Aol A Al F oA4E YA 24 Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.
Aol Al Al F AT HA 24 Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.
Blo Al A% 4AM Tomame, cambiame, éname, dsame.
Aol Al Al F AE JA 24 Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.

Both the words and the music of this prayer-song were written by a Presbyterian minister from Tarboro,
North Carolina. The words were initially inspired by Jeremiah 18:1-6; a friend helped him set them to music
during an evangelistic meeting in Orlando, Florida, where the song was first sung.

TEXT: Daniel Iverson, 1926; Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee; Spanish trans. anon.
MUSIC: Daniel lverson, 1926

Text and Music © 1935 Birdhwing Music (admin. EMICMCPublishing.com)

Korean Trans © 2001 Birdwing Music (admin, EMICMGPublfishing.com)

LIVING GOD
Irregular



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

A CALLTO STEWARDSHIP

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC
“All Glory Laud and Honor” arr. Lloyd Larson
Jubilation! Ringers

Sending

*HYMN 282 “Come Down, O Love Divine” DOWN AMPNEY



GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

282 Come Down, O Love Divine

O Com-fort - er, draw near;

with - in my
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1 Come down, O Love Di - wine; seek out this soul of mine,
2 0 let it free - ly burn, till earth-ly pas - sions turn
3 And so the yearn-ing strong, with which the scul will long,
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and vis - it it with your own ar - dor glow - ing.
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing.
shall far out-pass the power of hu - man tell - ing.
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heart ap - pear

And let your glo - ricus light shine ev-er on my sight
For none can guess God's grace, till Love cre - ates a  place
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and kin-dle it your ho -1y flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - lum - ing.
where-in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.
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This lauda spivituale, a kind of vernacular Italian sacred song from the late Middle Ages and Renaissance,
was translated into English in the 19th century but received little notice until this tune (named far the

composer’s birthplace) was created for The Englidh Hymna

TEXT: Bianco da Siena, c. 1367; trans. Richard Frederick Littledale, 1867, alt.

MUSIC: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

DOWN AMPNEY
6.6.11.D



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “A Hymn of Thanksgiving” arr. Andrew Glover
GCPC Winds

*Stand in body or spirit

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU

GCPC WINDS

Pam Smith Kelly, director

Flute: Susan Culp, Jani Scheppers Horn: Jim Kelly, Ellin Schoenfeld,

Oboe: Chris Culp Carolyn Mammen

Clarinet: Bob Dover, Lauren Bond, Trombone: David England, Patrick O'Halloran,
Edwin Fukanaga Chris Dixon

Alto Saxophone: Miles McDonald Euphonium: Lara Schesser

Bassoon: Lisa England Tuba: Trey Burres

Bass Clarinet: Natalie Walker Bass: Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney

Trumpet: Dwight Rhoades, Kevin Schwartz, Percussion: Keith Langabee, Chris Culp

Beth Bohon, Lane Benton Piano: Linda Dover

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OnelLicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in Onelicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link.
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