
 
 

Service of Worship     October 11, 2026     9:30am 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
 PRELUDE “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”   arr. Randall D. Standridge 

GCPC Winds 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           Rev. Karen Wright 
                                                                    
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: The Spirit of God is poured out upon all people. 
ALL:  We come, ready to receive God's transforming grace. 
One:  Behind locked doors, Christ speaks peace and breathes new life. 
ALL:  We open our hearts to the Spirit who makes all things new. 
One:  Young and old, dreamers and prophets, people of every generation—we 

are invited into God's future. 
ALL:  Come, Holy Spirit! Transform us and make us witnesses to God's love. 
  Let us worship God, whose Spirit renews the world. 
 

*HYMN 41             “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”        LYONS 



 
 



CALL TO CONFESSION 
The Spirit of God moves among us, bringing life where there is fear, hope where there is despair, 
and possibility where we see only limitations. Yet we sometimes resist the Spirit's transforming 
work, clinging to what is familiar and protecting what we know. With humility and trust, let us 
confess our need for God's renewing grace. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)  
Gracious and transforming God, You breathe peace into our fear and possibility 
into our uncertainty. Yet we confess that we often resist your Spirit. We cling to 
familiar ways, protect what is ours, and close ourselves to the changes your love 
invites. Forgive us when we mistake comfort for faithfulness and security for 
abundant life. Open our hearts to your renewing presence. Transform our minds, 
our priorities, and our lives so that we may reflect your love in all that we do. 
Make us willing vessels of your Spirit, ready to receive your gifts and share them 
generously with the world. In Christ's name, we pray. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   

Hear the good news: The risen Christ comes among us and says, "Peace be with you." God's 
Spirit is poured out upon us, not because we are perfect, but because God is gracious. In Christ, 
we are forgiven, renewed, and invited into new life. 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN    

(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*RESPONSE 581 “Glory Be to The Father” 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                      John 20:19–23        Anne Stroud 



When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.”  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 

 
ANTHEM              “Nettleton” arr. Johnnie Vinson 

GCPC Winds 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON              Acts 2:14–21 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
        and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON     “The Spirit Transforms Us"  Rev. Karen Wright 
 
HYMN 288       “Spirit of the Living God”           LIVING GOD 



 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  

 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   
 “All Glory Laud and Honor”  arr. Lloyd Larson 
 Jubilation! Ringers  

 
Sending 

 
*HYMN  282 “Come Down, O Love Divine”  DOWN AMPNEY 



 
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE “A Hymn of Thanksgiving”  arr. Andrew Glover 
GCPC Winds 

 

 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 
 
 
 
 

GCPC WINDS 
 

Pam Smith Kelly, director
 
Flute: Susan Culp, Jani Scheppers 
Oboe: Chris Culp 
Clarinet: Bob Dover, Lauren Bond,  
Edwin Fukanaga 
Alto Saxophone: Miles McDonald 
Bassoon: Lisa England 
Bass Clarinet: Natalie Walker 
Trumpet: Dwight Rhoades, Kevin Schwartz, 
Beth Bohon, Lane Benton 

 
Horn: Jim Kelly, Ellin Schoenfeld,  
Carolyn Mammen 
Trombone: David England, Patrick O'Halloran, 
Chris Dixon 
Euphonium: Lara Schesser 
Tuba: Trey Burres 
Bass: Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney 
Percussion: Keith Langabee, Chris Culp 
Piano: Linda Dover 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 
 
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance
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