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Service of Worship    December 20, 2020 10:00am 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Gathering 
 
 
PRELUDE                                    “How Far Is It to Bethlehem?”               arr. Douglas E. Wagner                                     

Linda Dover, organist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
INTROIT “Psallite”                          by Michael Praetorius 

(Now We Sing) 
Chancel Singers I – Rebecca Prater, director 

Liz Chandler, Terri Monrad, Sue Trigger, Connie Richards 
Charlie Trigger, Gene Wilson, Mitch Trigger, & Joe Hoffman 

 
Latin text/English translation: 

Psallite, unigenito, Christo Dei Filio. 
Now we sing! All in one accord, to the Son of God, our Lord. 

On this day is born to us our Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ, our King. 
 

German text/English translation: 
Ein Kleines Kindelein leigt in dem Krippe lein. 

Come see the Heav’nly child, so gentle meek and mild. 
Alle liebe Engelein dienen dem Kindelein, und singen ihm fein. 

Lowly in a manger laid, how sweet the little babe, Jesus Christ, our King 
 

Latin text/English translation: 
Psallite, unigenito, Christo Dei Filio. 

Now we sing! All in one accord, to the Son of God, our Lord. 
On this day is born to us our Saviour and Redeemer, Alleluia! 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
Seasons come and seasons go, 
but our God endures forever. 

Our faith exhibits ebb and flow, 
but our God endures forever. 

Our lives may freeze up or may grow, 
but our God endures forever. 

So let our souls magnify the Lord our God this day. 

 
HYMN 82                             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                HYFRYDOL        

 



 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                       
 

HYMN                                      “Light The Advent Candle, Four”                    ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

 

Light the Advent candle, four: 

Christ was born, the child we adore. 

Wrapped in love that wondrous night 

Shepherds wondered at the sight. 

Chorus:  

Candle, candle burning bright  

Shining in the cold winter night 

Candle, candle burning bright  

Fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

              

A TIME WITH STEWART    
                                                                                       

ADVENT PRAYER (video) 

                                                  

ANTHEM                                            “What Child Is This? arr. Molly Ijames 
Chancel Singers II — Linda Dover, piano  

Barbara Douglas, Cindy Schendel, Pam Kelly, Susan Hayden, Laura Farris, 
     Jim Kelly, Ellin Schoenfeld, Gene Wilson, Bob Dover, & Joe Hoffman 
   

v. 1 What child is this who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping.... 
v. 2 Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding. 

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the Son of Mary. 
v. 3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise a song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe the Son of Mary. 
This babe, the Son of God. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
All:    And also with you and all others! 

 
HYMN 98                             “To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary”                      ANNUNCIATION 

 (vv. 1, 2, & 4 Soloists — vv. 3, 5, & 6 All) 



 
 



Equipping 

 
 

EPISTLE LESSON                   1 John 4:7–12                             (Common English Bible)  

Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and everyone who loves 
is born from God and knows God. The person who doesn’t love does not know God, 
because God is love. This is how the love of God is revealed to us: God has sent his only 
Son into the world so that we can live through him. This is love: it is not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son as the sacrifice that deals with our sins. Dear 
friends, if God loved us this way, we also ought to love each other. No one has ever 
seen God. If we love each other, God remains in us and his love is made perfect in us. 
 

ANTHEM “The Gift” Music by Craig Courtney 
  Chancel Ensemble — Linda Dover, piano Lyrics by Pamela Martin 

Liz Chandler, Karen Kesler, Sue Trigger,  

David Sutherland, Mitch Trigger, Bob Dover,  

& Rebecca Prater, vocals & director  

What can I bring to the child in the manger? I have no fortune, no title, or land. 

I have no treasure to lay down before him. I have no jewels to place in his hand. 

His are the dazzling diamonds of heaven, the luminous pearl that glows in the night, 

the shimmering silver gown of the ocean. He owns the gold of the evening’s last light. 

 

What can I sing to the child in the manger? I have no anthem or song I can bring. 

I have no music to play in his honor, I have no lullabies written for Kings. 

His are the vespers whispered at twilight, the stars of the morning dancing at dawn, 

the caroling chorus of angels in flight. He is surrounded by praises and song. 

 

What can I give to this child in the manger? I have no fortune, no title, or land. 

I have no treasure to lay down before him, nothing of value to place in his hand. 

Yet mine is the circle of arms to embrace him. I am the treasure he came to redeem. 

I give my heart as a home for the Savior. My life is an anthem of praise to the King. 

What can I give to the child in the manger? I offer my heart as the gift for my King. 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                       Luke 1:26–38                              (Common English Bible)  

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city 
in Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s 
house. The virgin’s name was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, 
favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was confused by these words and wondered 
what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is 



honoring you. Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, and there 
will be no end to his kingdom.” Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since 
I haven’t had sexual relations with a man?” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come 
over you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who 
is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. Look, even in her old age, your 
relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ 
is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” Then Mary said, “I am the 
Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 
 
ANTHEM                               “Angels We Have Heard on High”              arr. Benjamin Harlan 

Chancel III - Linda Dover, piano                  French Traditional Carol 
Karen Kesler, Lauren Bond, Susan Sutherland,  

Connie Richards, David Sutherland, Linda Bruns, Paul Bruns, & Bob Dover 
Rebecca Prater, director 

 
SERMON            “From Wrapping Gifts to Wrapping Someone in Love”    Rev. Mitch Trigger       

              
  

Sending 
 
 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
HYMN 88                                   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                         VENI EMMANUEL 

(Verses 1, 2, & 7 only) 



 



CHARGE & BENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE                                        “God Rest You Merry”                                arr. Wilbur Held                               

Linda Dover, organist 
 
 
 

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 
 

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502. 
 


