
 
 
 

Service of Worship    January 28, 2024     9:30am 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “We Praise Thee with Our Minds, O Lord” CLONMEL, Irish Melody  

 Linda Dover, piano  arr. Mary Ellen Kerrick 
 We praise thee with our minds, O Lord, kept sharp to think thy thought; 
 Come, Holy Ghost, with grace outpoured, to teach what Christ hath taught. 
 In all our learning, may we seek that wisdom from above which comes to all: 
 the brave, the meek, who ask in faith and love. (Text by Hugh T. McElrath) 

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
INTROIT “”Come, We That Love the Lord” arr. Stan Pethel 

  Chancel Brass 
  Jim Kelly & Darryl Prater, co-directors 
  Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known. 
  Join in a song with sweet accord, and thus surround the throne. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Peter K. Perry) 

ONE: God comes into a world filled with uncertainties and darkness. 

ALL:    God seeks out the voids of belief and conviction 

ONE:   God embraces the wounded and broken. 

ALL:    God knocks down the walls of division and strife. 

ONE:   God is the candle shining in the darkness of our days. 

ALL: God is the light of our lives. 

ONE:   God is the one who makes all things new. 

ALL: Praise be to God, now and forevermore! 



*HYMN 181    “Silence! Frenzied, Unclean Spirit”     EBENEZER

  



 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children, and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 

 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

God, we thank you for this extraordinary world and its reminders of resilience, 
grace, hope and life: for when grass shoots break through concrete, when the 
sun emerges after storms, for when people offer laughter in deep sadness, in 
these moments, we see glimpses of who you are — and we are grateful. 
 
Yet if we reduce you to being like the cycle of nature or the best of humankind, 
we diminish your power to make the impossible real: to break apart the 
impenetrable evils of oppression, to cast out the very real fears that paralyze us, 
to banish the insidious demons of judgement and worthlessness. 
 
Forgive us, God, when we do not trust you to deal with the unspeakable 
awfulness in our lives and world. Forgive us when we contribute to the 
brokenness of the world and the lives of people around us. Forgive us when we 
trust darkness more than we trust your light. Christ, shine your light upon us and 
within us, make us new again. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 315 “In the Midst of New Dimensions” NEW DIMENSIONS 

 (stanzas 1, 3, & 5)  



 

 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  1 Corinthians 8:1–13 (NRSVue) Joy Slayton 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge, but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists” 
and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven 
or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed 
to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if 
we do not eat and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to 
the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge the weak brother or sister for 
whom Christ died is destroyed. But when you thus sin against brothers and sisters and wound 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their 
falling, I will never again eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

ANTHEM “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” arr. Claude L. Bass 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Words by Bernard of Clairvaux 
 Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life thou light of men, 
 from the best bliss that earth imparts, we turn unfilled to thee again. 
 Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; thou savest those who on thee call; 
 To them who seek thee thou art good, to them who find thee all in all. 
 Our restless spirits yearn for thee, where-e’r our changeful lot is cast; 
 glad when thy gracious smile we see, blest when our faith can hold thee fast. 
 O Jesus, ever with us stay, make all our moments calm and bright; 
 chase the dark night of sin away, shed o’er the world thy holy light. 

                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Mark 1:21–28 (NRSVue)    

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as the 
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet and come out of him!” And 
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all 
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 



He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Steadfast Resistance”                            Rev. Karen Wright 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Larghetto” by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
From Six Studies in English Folksong 

Bob Dover, clarinet – Linda Dover, piano 

  
Sending 

 
*HYMN 756                      “O God of Every Nation”   LLANGLOFFAN                      
  



 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright 

 

POSTLUDE “Contredanse” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 Bob Dover, clarinet – Linda Dover, piano                     
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

 
 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 

 

 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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