
 
 

Service of Worship     August 24, 2025      9:30am 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE        “Prelude” J.S. Bach 

 (No. 1, from Well-Tempered Clavichord) 

        “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”     arr. Jim Lucas 

Linda Dover, organist 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP      

ONE:  Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 

ALL:  If one falls, the other lifts up a companion. 

ONE:  We are the body of Christ, many members yet one community. 

ALL:  When one suffers, all suffer together; when one rejoices, all rejoice 

 together. 

ONE:  Come, beloved of God—bring your gifts, your stories, your lives. 

ALL:  We come to worship the One who binds us together in love. 

 

*HYMN 306                  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                          DENNIS 
 



 
 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN     NOISY OFFERING 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

God calls us to live as one body, joined in love and service. Yet too often we go our own way, 
neglecting our neighbors and undervaluing the gifts God has placed among us. Trusting in 
God’s mercy, let us confess our sins together. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Merciful God, You have called us into the body of Christ, yet we confess that we 

do not always honor the gifts of others. We are quick to compare, slow to 

celebrate, and hesitant to rely on one another. We cling to independence, 

forgetting that You created us for community. Forgive us, Lord. Bind up our 

divisions, stitch us together in Your love, and teach us again to be one body, 

serving and rejoicing together in Christ. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Hear the good news: If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together. In Christ, we are bound together by grace and raised to new life. People: In 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made whole. 

 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 399                                      “God Welcomes All”                                             THEMBA AMEN 

 



 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON   Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 (NRSVue)           Susan Fitzgerald             

Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil.  For if they fall, one will 

lift up the other, but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help.  Again, 

if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?  And though one might 

prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

 

ANTHEM “Take My Hand, Precious Lord” arr. Ed Lojeski 

Summer Choir 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 

Lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, 

Lead me on to the light: 

Take my hand, pre­cious Lord, 

Lead me home. 

 



When my way grows drear, 

Precious Lord, lin­ger near, 

When my life is al­most gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 

Hold my hand lest I fall: 

 

When the dark­ness ap­pears 

And the night draws near, 

And the day is past and gone, 

At the riv­er I stand, 

Guide my feet, hold my hand: 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                2 Corinthians 12:12–27(NRSVue) 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body 
— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because 
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  

And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many members yet one body. The eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect,  whereas our more respectable members 
do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member,  that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same 
care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with it. 
 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Engaged — Stitching Us Together”                Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP   
 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Gift of Love”               arr. Alec Wyton

 Linda Dover, organist 

  
Sending 

 
*HYMN 318                           “In Christ There Is No East or West”              ST. PETER 



 
 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION      Rev. Karen Wright 

 

POSTLUDE “Postlude in G Major” G.F. Handel 
 Linda Dover, organist arr. Walter E. Buszin 

 

 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 

 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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