
 
 

Service of Worship     May 10, 2026     9:30am 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Gathering 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 
 

PRELUDE  “Here I Am, Lord” Dan Schutte 
 Linda Dover, organist arr. Mark Hayes 

  
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Unison) 

ONE: People of God, the One who made the world and everything in it 
 is not far from us. 
ALL: In God we live and move and have our being. 
ONE: Jesus calls us not servants, but beloved friends, and promises we are never 
 left alone. 
ALL: The Spirit of truth abides with us and within us. Come, let us worship the 
 living God, who creates us, redeems us, and remains with us in love. 

 
*HYMN  624         “I Greet Thee Who My Sure Redeemer Art”   TOULON 



 
 



CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 
Though God is near to us, we often live as though we are alone. Though Christ calls us to love, 
we fail to keep his commandments of mercy and justice. Though the Spirit dwells within us, we 
resist the truth and cling to fear. Yet God does not abandon us. In grace and compassion, God 
calls us back to life and love. Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)  

Holy and loving God, you created all people in your image and breathed life into 
all creation, yet we confess that we do not always honor your presence around 
us or within us. We have sought security in idols of power, success, and comfort. 
We have ignored the suffering of our neighbors and failed to love as Christ has 
loved us.We have closed our hearts to your Spirit, resisted your truth, and chosen 
fear instead of trust. 
 
Forgive us, O God. Draw near to us again. Open our eyes to your presence in our 
midst and shape us into people who reflect your love in the world. Through 
Christ, who does not leave us orphaned, renew us by your Spirit  and teach us to 
walk in your ways. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
Hear the good news: The God who created the world has drawn near to us in Jesus Christ. Christ 
promises: “I will not leave you orphaned. "Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are forgiven, 
renewed, and made alive in God’s love. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Through the Window” Ruth Elaine Schram 

Celebration! Singers 
Pam Kelly, director  

Quartet: Emily Nelson Dixon, Pam Weir, Jim Kelly & Patrick O’Halloran 
Angela Krug, Accompanist  

 
Through the window I can see you; I am playing, you are praying, praying for me, 

Praying for my future, praying for my friends, praying for our family,  
May those faithful prayers never end. 

 
Through the window I can see you; you are playing, I am praying, praying for you, 

Faithfully praying, praying for your future, praying for your friends, praying for our family. 
May God’s hand of blessing always be upon you, guiding you;  

may you always follow heaven’s ways. 
May you grow to be like Jesus; may you live for him all your days. 

 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN      
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*RESPONSE 243 “Be Not Afraid” 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                     John 14:15–21 (NRSVue)         Melanie Townsend 

 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you. “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

              
 

ANTHEM “If Ye Love Me” Peter Niedman 
Chancel Choir 

Emily Nelson Dixon, solo 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON             Acts 17:22–31 (NRSVue) 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,  nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live,  so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him — though 



indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
 
“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, 
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 
  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON    “Known, Yet Unknown”                 Rev. Karen Wright     
 
HYMN 318 “In Christ There Is No East or West”                      ST. PETER 



 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Gift of Love” Alec Wyton 
 Linda Dover, organist                       Traditional English Melody
   

  
Sending 

 
*HYMN  12 “Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise” ST. DENIO 



 
 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO ELECT ELDERS 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION “Go Now in Peace”        Natalie Sleeth 
Celebration! Singers and Ringers 

Pam Kelly, director 
Angela Krug, accompanist 

 
Go now in peace 

May the love of God surround you 
everywhere you may go 

 
POSTLUDE “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” THE ASH GROVE 
 Welsh Folk Tune setting by John Leavitt 
 Linda Dover, organist 
 
 
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
 
 
 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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