
 
 

Service of Worship     September 20, 2026     9:30am 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
 PRELUDE “Beach Spring” Anne Krentz Organ 

Mary Burnett, clarinet 

  
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
ONE: Come, for God gathers us from every place and every circumstance. 

ALL: We come as we are, trusting that there is room for all in God’s grace. 

ONE:  Come, for God sees those who labor in the heat of the day and those who 

 have been overlooked. 

ALL:  We come to worship the God who sees and values every person. 

ONE:  Come, for God’s ways are not always our ways, and God’s generosity 

exceeds our calculations. 

ALL:  We come with open hearts, ready to receive the abundance of God’s 

grace. Let us worship God, whose love makes room for everyone. 

 

*HYMN 664    “Morning Has Broken”              BUNESSAN 
 



 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

God’s grace unsettles our carefully measured ideas of fairness. We are tempted to compare, to 
compete, and to decide who has earned more—or who deserves less. Yet God sees the dignity 
and worth of every person. Let us confess the ways we have participated in systems and 
attitudes that diminish others or make grace into something that must be earned. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)  

Gracious God, you created every person in your image  and called us to live 
together in justice and peace. Yet we confess that we measure worth  by 
productivity, status, achievement, and reward.  We compare our lives with the 
lives of others  and resent generosity when we believe it has not been earned. 
 
Forgive us when we overlook those who labor without recognition, when we 
benefit from systems that diminish others, and when we forget that your grace 
is not a prize to be competed for. Teach us to see as you see: to recognize the 



dignity of every person, to rejoice in another’s blessing, and to trust your 
abundance rather than our scarcity. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   

Hear the Good News. God created us all in God’s image and calls us to live in justice, mercy, and 
love. God’s grace in love is not bound by our limited calculations and is given, not earned.  Jesus 
taught compassion for others and to make room for all in the beloved community.  In Christ we 
have been restored and welcomed in the presence of the divine. 
 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN    

(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*RESPONSE 581 “Glory Be to The Father” 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Matthew 20:1–16                   Tom Stroud 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent 
them into his vineyard.  When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So, they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same  And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’  When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.  

Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received 
a denarius. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,  saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for a denarius?  Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 



this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 

 
ANTHEM              “Unexpected Places”  Heather Sorenson 

Chancel Choir  

with Linda Dover, Accompanist 

Donna Heer, violin & Elise Thierbach, cello 

     

SCRIPTURE LESSON              Exodus 16:2–15 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the 
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they 
will follow my instruction or not.  On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will 
be twice as much as they gather on other days.”  So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 
“In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt,  

and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining 
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?”  And Moses said, “When the 
Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord 
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not 
against us but against the Lord.” 
 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: ‘Draw near to the 
Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.  

The Lord spoke to Moses, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight 
you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that 
I am the Lord your God.’ ” 

 
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of 
dew around the camp.  When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was 
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground.  When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread 
that the Lord has given you to eat. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON  “What Is It?”         Rev. Karen Wright 



HYMN 509  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”         HOLY MANNA 

 



WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   
 “O God, Beyond All Praising” Gustav Holtz 
 Mary Burnett, clarinet Arr. Charles Callahan 

 
Sending 

 
*HYMN 65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  CWM RHONDDA 



 
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”   DUKE STREET 

 Linda Dover, organist  arr. John Hatton 

 
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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