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GRACE COVENANT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service of Worship  September 20, 2026 9:30am
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted

PRELUDE “Beach Spring” Anne Krentz Organ
Mary Burnett, clarinet

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Come, for God gathers us from every place and every circumstance.

ALL: We come as we are, trusting that there is room for all in God’s grace.

ONE: Come, for God sees those who labor in the heat of the day and those who
have been overlooked.

ALL: We come to worship the God who sees and values every person.

ONE: Come, for God’s ways are not always our ways, and God’s generosity
exceeds our calculations.

ALL: We come with open hearts, ready to receive the abundance of God’s
grace. Let us worship God, whose love makes room for everyone.

*HYMN 664 “Morning Has Broken” BUNESSAN



Morning Has Broken

CELEBRATING TIME

664

C Am Dm G Dm G

7 — = = % i .

V W ) I [ | [ X3 | - i | | | I | |

O e (o5

e o 7 ! ' | &

1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing; black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall sun- lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing, born of the
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spo - ken like the first bird. Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew - fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light E-den saw play! Praisewith e - la - tion; praise ev-ery
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
gar - den, sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet pass.

morn - ing, Gods re-cre - a

tion of

the new day!

This 20th-century text was created to provide words for this traditional tune named for a small village on the
Isle of Mull, off the west coast of Scotland. Through repeated use of “new” and “first,” each morning is
treated as a re-creation of the pramise of the original day.

TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1931, alt.

MUSIC; Gaelic melody; arr, Beverly A, Howard, 2012
Text © David Higham Assoc., Ltd,

Music Arr, © 2012 Beverly A, Howard

BUNESSAN
55540

CALL TO CONFESSION Emily Nelson Dixon

God’s grace unsettles our carefully measured ideas of fairness. We are tempted to compare, to
compete, and to decide who has earned more—or who deserves less. Yet God sees the dignity
and worth of every person. Let us confess the ways we have participated in systems and
attitudes that diminish others or make grace into something that must be earned.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)

Gracious God, you created every person in your image and called us to live
together in justice and peace. Yet we confess that we measure worth by
productivity, status, achievement, and reward. We compare our lives with the
lives of others and resent generosity when we believe it has not been earned.

Forgive us when we overlook those who labor without recognition, when we
benefit from systems that diminish others, and when we forget that your grace
is not a prize to be competed for. Teach us to see as you see: to recognize the



dignity of every person, to rejoice in another’s blessing, and to trust your
abundance rather than our scarcity. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the Good News. God created us all in God’s image and calls us to live in justice, mercy, and
love. God’s grace in love is not bound by our limited calculations and is given, not earned. Jesus
taught compassion for others and to make room for all in the beloved community. In Christ we
have been restored and welcomed in the presence of the divine.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

ATIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
ONE: May the peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you and all others!

*RESPONSE 581 “Glory Be to The Father”
Equipping
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 20:1-16 Tom Stroud

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is
right.” So, they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the
same And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
a denarius. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to



this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to
me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be

last.”
ANTHEM “Unexpected Places” Heather Sorenson
Chancel Choir
with Linda Dover, Accompanist
Donna Heer, violin & Elise Thierbach, cello
SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 16:2-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “l am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the
people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way | will test them, whether they
will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will
be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites,
“In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the
Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not
against us but against the Lord.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: ‘Draw near to the
Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.
The Lord spoke to Moses, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight
you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that
| am the Lord your God.””

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of
dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was
a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread
that the Lord has given you to eat.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words
Thanks be to God!

SERMON “What Is 1t?” Rev. Karen Wright



HYMN 509

HOLY MANNA

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

LORD’S SUPPER

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 509

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er;

strang-ers, seek-er,

be
Je-sus Christ
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1 All who hun-ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.

a wel-come guest.
is liv - ing bread.

SEE

Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
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Come from wil- der-ness and wan-dering. Here, in truth, we will be fed.
Come from rest-less-ness and roam-ing. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
Come from lone - li - ness and long - ing. Here, in peace, we have been led.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta - ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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The United Church of Canada minister who wrote this text was introduced to shape note tunes at the 1990
Hymn Society conference in Charleston, South Carolina. Afterwards she vacationed with friends nearby and
warked out this text while humming this tune as she walked up and down the beach.

TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1990

MUSIC: William Moore's Cofumbian Harmony, 1825
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.

HOLY MANNA
8.787.D

(alternate harmonization, 396)



WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC

“0O God, Beyond All Praising” Gustav Holtz
Mary Burnett, clarinet Arr. Charles Callahan
Sending

*HYMN 65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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1 Guide me, O  thou great Je - ho- vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the ocrys- tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When I ftread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but thou art might-y. Hold me
stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub-side. Death of death, and hell’s de - struc-tion, land me
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hand. Bread

with thy power-ful of heav-en, bread of heav-en,

feed me till I

want no more;

be thou still my strength and shield;

feed me till

I

want

all my jour- ney through.Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer,
safe on Ca-naan’s side. Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es
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no more.

be thou still my strength and shield.

I will ev-er give to thee; I will ev - er give to thee.
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Few Welsh hymmns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirting hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans, Peter Williams, 1771 stanzas 2-3, trans. William Wil liams, 1772

MUEIC: John Hughes, 1907

CWM RHONDDA
8787877



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” DUKE STREET
Linda Dover, organist arr. John Hatton

*Stand in body or spirit

GOD’S PEACETO YOU

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in Onelicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11100 College Boulevard ¢ Overland Park, KS 66210
Phone (913) 345-1256 ¢ www.gcpc.org
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