
 
 

Service of Worship    November 12, 2023     9:30am 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Voluntary on Morning Song” arr. Anna Laura Page  

“Awake, Awake to Love and Work” 
Linda Dover, organist 

 
 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
INTROIT “Zion” arr. Stan Pethel 

  Chancel Brass 
  Jim Kelly & Darryl Prater, directors 
  Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known. 
  Join in a song of sweet accord and thus surround the throne. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: We are pulled in many directions. 

All:  Many duties and tasks seek to lay claim on our lives. 

One: This day, in this place, let service to God be your choice. 

All: This day, in this place, we open our hearts and spirits to God. 

One: Blessed be the God of creation who has called us here. 

All: Praise be to God who sustains and nurtures our lives. Amen. 

 
*HYMN 265    “Jesus Shall Reign Where E’er the Sun”     DUKE STREET                  
    



 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   Rev. Karen Wright 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION    

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of this world above 
you. We have made idols of possessions and people and used your name for 
causes that are not consistent with you and your purposes. We have permitted 
our schedules to come first and have not taken the time to worship you. We have 
not always honored those who guided us in life. We have participated in systems 
that take life instead of give it. We have been unfaithful in our covenant 
relationships. We have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is not ours, 
and we have misrepresented others’ intentions. Forgive us, O God, for the many 
ways we fall short of your glory. Help us to learn to live together according to 
your ways through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 331 “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” NATIONAL HYMN 



 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 25:1–13 (NRSVue) Chris Krug 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those young women got 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet, and the 
door was shut. Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour. 

 

ANTHEM “Come, Thou Fount” arr. Eric Nelson 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Text by Robert Robinson 
 Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
 praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

 Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger wand’ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 

 O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
 Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
 here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

  

SCRIPTURE LESSON                Joshua 24:1–3a; 14–25 (NRSVue)    

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua 
said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah 
and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I 
took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and 
made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac, “Now, therefore, revere the Lord and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and 
in Egypt and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living, but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods, for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of 



Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 
along all the way that we went and among all the peoples through whom we passed, and the 
Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also 
will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, 
for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If 
you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume 
you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” 
Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 
Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods 
that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to 
Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.   

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Making the Choice Again and Again”                  Rev. Karen Wright      
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS & MUSIC  +“Very Soon I’ll Fly Away” arr. Benjamin Tucker 
 Charter Ringers 
 Celia Nicholas & Chris Krug, co-directors                    

  
 Sending 

 
*HYMN 697                      “Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated”   HENDON      
 Stanzas 1 – 3 and 6                    

 



 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Rev. Karen Wright   

 

POSTLUDE “Doxology Postlude” OLD 100TH      
 Linda Dover, organist                     by Peter Pinder Stearns 
   

 
 

+Today’s handbell piece, 
“Very Soon I’ll Fly Away” arr. Benjamin A. Tucker, 

 was donated in memory of 
Luther Smith, Sr. (who loved gospel music) 

by his daughter & son-in-law, Celia & Mike Nicholas. 
 
 

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 

 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD: 
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

