Journey of Resistance:

OVERCOMING
TEMPTATION

A Lenten Journey Through Luke

FACING THE WILDERNESS 4 GRACE COVENANT

Luke 4:1-13 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Service of Worship March 9, 2025 9:30am
First Sunday of Lent

Gathering

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted

PRELUDE “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” arr. Paul Manz
Linda Dover, organist

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.

WELCOME Rev. Karen Wright

*CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Even as we enter the wilderness of Lent,
ALL: We rest in the shelter of the Most High;
ONE: We abide in the shadow of the Almighty;
ALL: We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent.
ONE: We trust that the angels of God
ALL: the words of God
ONE: the people of God
ALL: the hands of God
ONE: Will somehow bear us up.
ALL: And so we come to call on God
who has promised to answer.



*HYMN 618

“O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”

ADORATION
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O Love, How Deep,

How Broad, How High
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1 0O love, how deep, how broad, how high, be - yond all
2 For wus bap- tized, for wus he bore his ho - ly
3 For wus by wick - ed - ness be - ftrayed, for wus, in
4 For wus he rose from death a - gain; for wus he
5 Al glo - ry to our Lord and God, for love so
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thought and fan-ta - sy, that God, the Son of
fast and hun-gered sore; for wus temp - ta - tions
crown of thorns ar - rayed, he bore the  shame - ful
went on high to reign; for us he sent the
deep, so  high, so broad: the Trin - i - ty whom
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God, should take our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake.
sharp he knew, for wus, the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
cross and  death; for us gave up his dy - ing  breath.
Spir - it here to guide, to strength-en, and to cheer.
we a - dore for-ev - er and for - ev - er - more.
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Reducing a twenty-three-stanza Latin text to these five English stanzas intensifies this survey of the mystery
of the Incarnation and strengthens the repeated reminder that all was done “for us.” A comparable tone of
proclamation animates this 15th-century song celebrating a military victory

TEXT: Thomas 2 Kempis, 15th cent.; trans. Benjamin Webb, 1854, alt.
MUSIC: “The Agincourt Song,” c. 1415; harm. AlfredV. Fedak, 1993

Music Harm. © 1993 Sefah Publishing Co., Inc.

DEO GRACIAS
LM
(alternate harmonization, 189)

DEO GRACIAS



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

CALL TO CONFESSION Emily Nelson Dixon
We gather this day, drained by another week. We are like a parched desert, empty and in need
of replenishment. Open to us streams of living water as we acknowledge our need of you.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)
Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you our reluctance to enter the
wilderness places where we are confronted with our true selves. The places
where we are tempted to put worldly values before our desire for you, and when
our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and
doing your will: Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the
expense of serving others. When we are tempted to use sensational means to
increase people’s faith, rather than being guided by the humility of Christ: When
we are tempted to use bribery to influence and control people: Forgive us, O
God, and increase our trust in you.

Forgive us our sins and fill us with the joy and peace of your salvation. So
strengthen us with your Spirit during this Lenten season that we put our whole
trust in you as confidently as Jesus did. This we pray in his name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest.” Jesus gives us rest. Jesus gives us life. Jesus gives us forgiveness.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
ONE: May the peace of Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you and all others!

*HYMN 432 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” REPTON



CONFESSION

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 432
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1 How clear is our vo - ca- tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get- ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar-vel how your saints be-came in  hin-dranc-es more sure:
4 In  what you give us, Lord, to do, to- geth-er or a- lone,
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to live ac-cord-ing to your word and dai- 1y learn, re-freshed, re -
if world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it - self can - not un -
whose joy- ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your
in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we not cease to look to
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stored, that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
wind its  tan-gled skein of care: our in-ward life re - pair

name, and by our faults ob - scure your power to cleanse and cure.
you: the cross you hung up - on, all you en-deav-ored, done.

Cuitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This reflection on Christian vocation was written to provide anew text for a pre-existing tune, and the poet
has crafted his words so well that the two parts mesh smoothly. The tune is named for a noted British
boarding school, whose music director was a friend of the composer.

TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1981
MUSIC: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1888
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company
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Equipping

SCRIPTURE LESSON Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NRSVue) Barbara Douglas

“When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess and you possess it and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put
it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name.
You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘Today | declare to the Lord
your God that | have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When
the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your
God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my
ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he
became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the
Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and
with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey. So now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have
given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your
God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate
with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

ANTHEM “In the Shadow of Your Wings ” arr. John Leavitt
Chancel & Exaltation! Singers

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 4:1-13 (NRSVue)

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
where for forty days he was tested by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and
when they were over he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does
not live by bread alone.” ” Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you | will give all this authority and their
glory, for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. If you, then, will worship
me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””

Then the devil led him to Jerusalem and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you,

to protect you, ‘and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””



Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” When the devil had
finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words
Thanks be to God!

SERMON “Facing the Wilderness” Rev. Karen Wright

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

A CALLTO STEWARDSHIP

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC “Repton” arr. Richard Pencheff
Linda Dover, organist

Sending



*HYMN 293

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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“Loving Spirit”

Loving Spirit
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1 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho-sen me to be,
2 Like a moth-er you en- fold me, hold my life with-in your own,
3 Like a fa-ther you pro-tect me, teach me the dis-cern-ing eye,
4 Friend and lov - er, in your close-ness I am known and held and blessed:
5 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir - it, you have cho-sen me to be,
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you have drawn me to your won- der, you have set your sign

feed me with yourver-y bod - y form me
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on me.

of your flesh and bone.

hoist me up wup-on your shoul-der, let me see the world from high.
in your prom-ise is my com-fort, in your pres-ence I may rest.
you have drawn me to your won- der, you have set your sign on me.
f'\
L ool _le o 2 5 o5
DE =S cea e =
i - o —
! ] o | ©

A gift to the whole church, the Holy Spirit is also experienced by individuals in meaningful ways such as
those described in this reflective (and structurally circular) consideration of the relational aspects of the
Spirit. The tune may have originated in a folk melody.

TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 1986
MUSIC: Corner’s Gross Catholfisch Cesangbuch, 1631; arr. William Smith Rockstro, 19th cent.
Text © 1987 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

*Stand in body or spirit

“Fantasia”
Linda Dover, organist

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU

OMNI DIE (Corner)
8787

OMNI DIE

Rev. Karen Wright

by Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)



Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OnelLicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in Onelicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.

P\

I/
=
4
GRACE COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11100 College Boulevard ¢ Overland Park, KS 66210
Phone (913) 345-1256 ¢ www.gcpc.org

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link.
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