
 
 
 

Service of Worship    April 21, 2024     9:30am 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” arr. Paul Manz 

 Linda Dover, organist 
 

 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: I AM the good shepherd  

ALL:  the one who tends us, guides us into pastures, who recognized the sounds of 

our names.  

ONE: I AM the good shepherd 

ALL: the one who bends to heal us, travels through the deepest valleys with us, 

who gives up everything for us all. 

ONE: I AM the good shepherd   

ALL: the one whose rod and staff comforts us, whose strength and love holds us, 

whose cup of love runneth over. 

ONE: I AM the good shepherd   

ALL: and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

ONE: I AM the good shepherd   

ALL: God’s People in God’s love for God’s world.  



*HYMN 363   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”     DARWALL’S 148TH                 

    



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Lord, like a shepherd, you never stop searching for your people, your care for us 

anticipates our need. Before we recognized we needed your grace, in love, Jesus 

gave his life for our forgiveness. We confess that we need your forgiveness, we 

confess our sins: you are the shepherd, and we are your flock, but we admit the 

times we have tried to take your place and take control ourselves. We admit that 

we have not always trusted your good news to be good for us. At times we have 

pleaded with you to care for us, but we have held back from caring for others 

and ignored the needs of others. Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive us in the 

name of Jesus. Loving shepherd, teach us by the Holy Spirit to follow you in the 

days and places of the weeks ahead. Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 243 (Sing 3 times) “Be Not Afraid” Taizé Community 



 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 10:11–18 (NRSVue) Joy Slayton 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and 
my own know me, just as the Father knows me, and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 
I have received this command from my Father.” 

 

ANTHEM “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” arr. Benjamin Harlan 

 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Words by Isaac Watts

 Chancel Brass – Darryl Prater-trumpet & Jim Kelly-horn in F – directors 

 Russ Thompson-trumpet, Lara Schesser-euphonium, & Keith Langabee-percussion 



 I sing the mighty pow’r of God, that made the mountains rise; 
 that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
 I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
 the moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 
 

 I sing the goodness of the Lord, that filled the earth with food; 
 God formed the creatures with a word, and then pronounced them good. 
 Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye: 
 if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 
 

 There’s not a plant or flow’r below, but makes thy glories known; 
 and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne; 
 while all that borrow life from thee is ever in thy care, 
 and ev’rywhere that we can be, thou God, art present there. Amen. 
                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                            Psalm 23 (NRSVue)    

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

for his name’s sake. 

 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

 

You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long. 

    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Moving Through Fear”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE 473 “Shepherd Me, O God” SHEPHERD ME

 Leader sings Refrain once – All Sing on Repeat 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

    

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC    
 “Sheep May Safely Graze”  by J.S. Bach  
 Linda Dover, organist  arr. Charles Callahan 
  
 Sending 

 



*HYMN 187                      “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   BRADBURY                       

  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” THE ASH GROVE  

 Linda Dover, organist                     arr. John Leavitt

  

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 

 

 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

