
 
 
 

Service of Worship    May 19, 2024     9:30am 
Day of Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE  
 Linda Dover, organist arr. Paul Manz, Opus 21 
 

 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 
  
SHARING OUR SONG “Blessed Are They” by Carol Huffman Dickerson 
  Joy! Singers (4s – 1st graders) 
  Emily Hussey & Hilary Schmidt, co-directors and Caitlin Hussey, assistant 

Singers: Rowan Cabe, Brody Frye, Henry Frye, Charlotte Hearn, Nathan Hearn,  
Sophia Hearn, Aidan Hussey, Evie Schmidt, Bristol Sellers, Magnolia Sellers, & Zoey Wetzig 

 

 (Refrain) Blessed, O blessed, O blessed are they that follow Jesus. 
 Blessed, O blessed, O blessed are they that follow him. 
 

 Jesus taught on the mountainside. People came from far and wide, 
 Jesus taught a diff’rent way to think and act and speak and pray. 
 

 (Refrain) Blessed, O blessed, O blessed are they that follow Jesus. 
 Blessed, O blessed, O blessed are they that follow him. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP        written by Tim Graves 

ONE: Come and worship.   
ALL: We will praise the One between, within, and over.      
ONE: Trust in the One who co-creates the was, the now, and the will-be.   



ALL:  Our hope is in the One who creates expansive love 
 Calling us to do the same.   
ONE: Follow the One who never breaks covenant.   
ALL: We follow the One whose extravagant love calls us  
 to co-create justice for the oppressed, 
 feed the hungry, unlock prisons, 
 and welcome strangers, orphans, and widows. 
ONE: Praise the One whose justice is grace-full and inclusive. 
ALL: We praise the Spirit that spans the ages. 
   

*HYMN 283   “Come, O Holy Spirit, Come”                       WA EMIMIMO
 Rev. Karen Wright, leader/soloist 
 All Sing 3xs in English 
 Sing 2xs in Nigerian Language    



  
 
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  



(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
BAPTISM OF WYATT GEORGE SCHENDEL     
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Mighty God, you showed up in dazzling light and in a still, small voice. You 
showed up as a tiny baby lying in a manager. You showed up on a long dusty 
walk to Emmaus. You keep showing up in the most mysterious ways, so we 
should have known you might show up like a powerful wind, bringing with you 
the reminder of warmth, and the ability for us to hear one another.  
 
We should have known, and yet we didn’t. We don’t. We doubt. Like the 
disciples on the way to Emmaus, we can’t see you. Like the weary people of 
Bethlehem, we don’t make room for you. And like members of the early church 
community, we look for excuses to explain your presence away. Loving God, 
forgive our weak hearts, because from the beginning you have been here, 
revealing yourself to us. And from the beginning, we have struggled to see that. 
Despite our bad track record, we come to you today, asking that once more you 
might give us a second chance; we ask that once more you might pour your Spirit 
out on us. For we are in desperate need of you and the mysterious ways you 
keep showing up. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 280 “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” EBENEZER 



 



 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Romans 8:22–27 (CEB) Terri Monrad 

We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now. 
And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as the first crop of the harvest 
also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our bodies to be set free. We were saved in 
hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what they already see? But if 
we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience. In the same way, the Spirit comes 
to help our weakness. We don’t know what we should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our 
case with unexpressed groans. The one who searches hearts knows how the Spirit thinks, 
because he pleads for the saints, consistent with God’s will.  

 
ANTHEM “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” arr. Michael Hassell 
 Chancel & Exaltation! Singers Text by James K. Manley 
 Miles McDonald, alto saxophone 
 (Refrain) Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
 Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 You moved on the waters; you called to the deep;  
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing,  
 “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” (Refrain) 
  

 You sang in a stable; you cried from a hill; 
 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still. 
 And down in the city, you called once again  
 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain) 
                      



SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Acts 2:1–21 (CEB)    
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound from heaven 
like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. They were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak.  
 
There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. When they heard 
this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in 
their native languages. They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who 
are speaking Galileans, every one of them? How then can each of us hear them speaking in our 
native language? Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya 
bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans and 
Arabs — we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our own languages!” They were all 
surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does this mean?” Others jeered at 
them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!”  
 
Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, “Judeans and 
everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words! These people aren’t drunk, 
as you suspect; after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! Rather, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 

  
In the last days, God says,  
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
     Your sons and daughters will prophesy.  
     Your young will see visions.  
     Your elders will dream dreams.  
     Even upon my servants, men and women,  
          I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  
          and they will prophesy.  
I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above  
and signs on the earth below,  
        blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.  
The sun will be changed into darkness,  
and the moon will be changed into blood,  
  before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes.  
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

    
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “What Does This Mean?”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Adagio” by H.J. Baermann 
 Bob Dover, clarinet       (1784–1847) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                 

God, you have given us absolutely everything we have. You gave us sunsets and 
speckled eggs, tiny newborn hands and silver moons, so that we could know 
what beauty looks like. You gave us major keys and harmonies, forgiveness and 
poetry, so that we could know what love sounds like. You gave us hands to build, 
fire to warm, water to clean and food to fill, so that we could know what peace 
feels like. And you gave us hearts to give, minds to hope, hands to serve and 
mouths to pray, so that we know what your Kingdom loves like. So today we pray 
that you might be able to use these humble gifts to bring your kingdom here, so 
that more may know what beauty looks like,  what love sounds like and what 
peace feels like, saying all the while, “thank you, thank you, thank you.” For you 
have given us everything we have. Gratefully we pray. Amen.    

  
Sending 

 
*HYMN 303                      “God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian”   CHURCH UNITED                      

Lindsay Callender, stanza 1 – All, stanzas 2-4 



 



 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright
  
POSTLUDE “Hymn to Joy” by Ludwig van Beethoven 
 Linda Dover, organist        arr. Edward Broughton             
  
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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