GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Service of Worship February 14, 2021 10:00am
Transfiguration Sunday after Epiphany

Gathering

PRELUDE “Though | May Speak” arr. Emma Lou Diemer
Linda Dover, organ

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Sue Trigger
Holy One, we come before you, many of us feeling like we have climbed just a part of the
mountain, and there is so much more of a climb left to even get to point, to dream that we
might be dazzled by what is Divine.

Our loads are heavy, with worry, with regret, with fatigue, with illness, with despair for all in
the world that is hurting, in danger, in bondage and more. We trudge ahead, following you,
stumbling, hoping, praying... breathing hard, hearts pounding, and yes, even some of us are
nimble and skipping.

Lead us Lord, to the top of that mountain, where we might be dazzled by your Light, lifted by
what is Divine, filled by the sheer delight of what is numinous and ethereal and grounded and
real.

We pray this, for ourselves, for one another, and for the worlds in which we live in.
We pray this as we come to worship you, Lead us Lord, to the top of the mountain.



HYMN 406 “We Are Standing On Holy Ground” HOLY GROUND
( 1 x- Rev. Sue Trigger, 2nd time — All)

GATHERING
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The phrase “holy ground” resonates with the experience of Moses at the burning bush, where he had an
encounter with God (Exodus 3:5; also quoted in the martyr Stephen’s sermon, Acts 7:33). The reference to
angels may recall Jacob’s vision (Genesis 28:12—17) or Hebrews 12:22.

TEXT and MUSIC: Geron Davis, 1983 HOLY GROUND
Text and Music © 1983 Songchannel Music Company and Meadowgreen Music Company Irregular
(admin. EMICMGPublishing.com)



A TIME WITH STEWART

PRAYER FOR TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY (video)

Lord, our lives began as a pile of ash and you made us light for the world.
We were made of stone, and you made us salt for the earth.

We were as lifeless as clay and you made us part of the Body of Christ.
We were sinful and you made us holy.

We were nothing and you made us part of everything.

Lord, in you we are transformed and transformed still again.
When the discouraged cry for hope, make us hope.

When the hungry cry for bread, make us bread.

When the thirsty cry for water, make us water.

When the suffering cry for help, make us help.

When the sick cry for healing, make us healing.

When the bound cry for freedom, make us freedom.

When the outcasts cry for love, make us love.

Lord who is hope, who is bread and water, who is help and healing, who is freedom,
and who is love, transform us anew, and keep us close to you, as you transform the
world. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you and all others!



HYMN 190 (st. 1 Solo, st. 2 & 3 All)  “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” GENEVA

JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

190 Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory
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The first two stanzas of this 20th-century Transfiguration hymn guide singers through a contemplation of the
disciples” experience of that event. The final stanza becomes a corporate prayer for enlightenment and for a
renewed sense of commitment to doing God’s will.

TEXT: Thomas H. Troeger, 1985 GENEVA
MUSIC: George Henry Day, 1940 8.7.8.7.D
Text © 1985 Oxford University Press (alternate tune: EBENEZER)

Music © 1943, 1961, 1985 Church Pension Fund



Equipping

GOSPEL LESSONS Mark 9:2-9 (CEB)
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “l saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things
than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

ANTHEM “High Upon a Mountain” Music by Lloyd Larson
Miles McDonald, alto sax Words by Trilby Jordan
Trey Bures, double bass — Daniel Cole, djembe
Chancel Singers Il
Lauren Bond, Karen Kesler, Susan Sutherland, Laura Farris, Susan Hayden
David Sutherland, Linda Bruns, Paul Bruns, & Bob Dover
High upon a mountain, in a quiet place, they were prayin’.
Peter, James, and John with Jesus in that place, they were prayin’.
When there came forth from the face of Jesus a brilliant light gleaming like the sun.
His raiment all aglow, and white as the whitest snow with radiance brightly shining.
Then appeared Elijah, with Moses at his side, speaking to Jesus of the coming days;
speaking of Jerus’lem and of great sorrow; speaking of destiny.
High upon a mountain Peter, James, and John heard the pow’r of Christ proclaimed:
“This is my beloved Son in whom | am well pleased.”
High upon a mountain, in a quiet place, they were prayin’.
Peter, James, and John with Jesus in that place, they were prayin’.

SERMON “Who is On the Mountain?” Rev. Sue Trigger

Sending
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



HYMN 192 “Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining” SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
(st. 1 Ladies, st. 2 Men, st. 3 & Refrains All)

JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

192 Lord, the Light of Your Love
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Shine, Jesus, Shine
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While the reference to Jesus as the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) can be understood generally, this hymn
is perhaps best understood as a response to the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8/Mark 9:2-8/ Luke 9:28-36).
This is the most popular of the author/ composer’s many songs.

TEXT and MUSIC: Graham Kendrick, 1987 SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Text and Music © 1987 Make Way Music {admin. Music Services) Irregular



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE
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Send  forth your word, Lord, and let there be light.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” arr. Julie Morgan
Linda Dover, organ

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU

Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and Onelicense A-705105.
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in Onelicense A-705105.
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504087502.



