NI CHRISTMAS JOY
a F SPECIAL OFFERINGS
LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with us, through the generous
gifts that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have
pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new

leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the

means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents
and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come,
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WAYS TO GIVE
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Through your congregation
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Text JOY to 56512 to learn more or donate
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Online at pcusa.org/christmasjoy

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)) The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual

presbyterlan MISSIOn special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)) play animportant

role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 21st century, bringing together the

diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Special Offerings

offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and they profoundly affect the life of the church
as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.
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CHRISTMAS JOY
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

: JHIESENT AND FUTURE

God is with us.

— MATTHEW 1:23




Being Together

God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a
gift that brought God and humanity closer together. God’s perfect
gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. According
to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”

During these past months, many of us weren’t able to be together
in person. But we have always been together in spirit, and in faith.
God has been with us. And through our gifts to the Christmas Joy
Offering, we are together with those who need our love and support.
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Because God is with us, we see the potential of students of color who

will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to

encourage them, to be with them.

50%
of your gifts make it possible for students to learn
and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools

and colleges equipping communities of color.

Because God is with us, we see church workers who have critical
financial needs and we come alongside them, to assist them — we are
with them.

—
| 50%
of your gifts provide assistance for
current and retired church workers and their
families with critical financial needs.

Thank you for your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering —
for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

n 2015, Rose Bryant was at a crossroads in her life — a job she needed to

support she and her son fell through due to her lack of a college degree.

Discovering she could go back to college, and qualify for scholarships
supported by the Christmas Joy Offering, changed everything. She found
special joy as a member of Stillman’s renowned choir. She graduated in
2019 and is now an English and Language Arts teach in Dallas, Texas.

“| don’t think | would be here without the support of Stillman,” she said.
“The amazing thing is that all of this has had a ripple effect. | was able to
finish my goal because of the support | received, and | know of at least six
people who came directly to me to find out how they could do the same,
including my younger sister.”

The Christmas Joy Offering
supports Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges
equipping communities of
color like Stillman College

in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

14
]S

The ripple effect that Rose speaks of starts when each of us does some
small thing, such as giving a gift to the Christmas Joy Offering, the power
of which grows stronger and stronger as it is passed along.

Thank you for your generosity.

WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.




