
Service of Worship     September 13, 2026    9:30am 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship in the Park 

SONG TO GATHER                                

 
WELCOME 



OPENING TO THE CREATIVE SPIRIT 
“Let us Be Drawn In” 

Choir/Band: In the world of the driven 
People: Let us be drawn in 

Let your love be a given 
Let us be drawn in 

To imagine, to dream, to create, to redeem 
For the sake of the livin’ 

Let us be drawn in 
  

Leader: Something grossly overlooked in the creative process is the place of effortlessness and 
play. In the story of creation, God rested. And this was very “good” as well! Staying too focused 

on deadlines and how every moment can be “productive” robs us of an important feature of 
what it means to be humans made in the image of God: rhythm. Pushing through is non-

sustainable, and creativity suffers if we constantly labor. Celebration is necessary along the 
journey. God’s creativity is ongoing, so while the story said God was “finished” and then rested, 

really it was simply a pause to reflect, to observe, and to celebrate, and then God continued 
God’s creative work among us and with us. 

  
[sung] 

In the world of the driven 

Let us be drawn in 
Let your love be a given 

Let us be drawn in 
To imagine, to dream, to create, to redeem 

For the sake of the livin’ 

Let us be drawn in 
   

Leader: Let us pray together:  

Active and Restful God,  
your heart is our heart, your rhythm is our rhythm. 

Open us to the place of rest and celebration in the rhythm of our lives. 
Draw us into delight.  

Give us the courage to breathe deeply. 
Amen. 

 



SONG OF PRAISE    “Sing Wherever I Go”      by We the Kingdom 
All  

 
AFFIRMING AND CONNECTING 

Why can’t we seem to keep up our creativity? Why do we get so burned out? Researcher 
and author, Brené Brown says, “It takes courage to say yes to rest and play in a culture 
where exhaustion is seen as a status symbol.” Sometimes expectations, especially the 
ones we put on ourselves, cause us to ignore when it is time to take a break. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, you call us not only to do, but to be; not only to strive, but 
to rest. We confess that we are often driven by hurry, expectations, and 
the need to accomplish and prove ourselves. We fill every space with 
activity and struggle to trust that we are enough without earning it. Forgive 
us when we confuse productivity with purpose, busyness with faithfulness, 
and control with trust. Teach us to rest in your presence, to release what 
we cannot carry, to receive the grace you freely give, and to trust that the 
world does not depend on us. Draw us back to you, that in resting we may 
become more fully ourselves and more deeply connected to your love. 

 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Hear the Good News! God’s love does not depend on your productivity. And your energy for 
the work of helping to serve the needs of the world is fed when you dare to give yourself 
what you need as well. You are beloved. 

 
ALL:   Thanks be to God! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:   And also with you and all others! 



SONG OF PRAISE

  



AN IMAGINATIVE WORD                    “Take It In”            by Marcia McFee 
It is time, time to take it in 

take in the beauty, take in the wonder 
take in the consequences, take in the meaning 

 
it is time when work has worn us before it’s torn us 

before we quit it is time 
 

take it in to our hearts, our lives, our longing 
take it in and rock it, love it, let it go 

 
all this making, creating, anticipating, 

it is time, it takes time 
so now is the time to rest 

 
SONG TO REFLECT                            “Breathe”         by Diaz, Wood and Smith 

Praise Team 
 

 
 

 



SCRIPTURE LESSON                        Exodus 20:8–11             Patrick O’Halloran 
“Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day 
and consecrated it.” 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON                                         “Drawn In: Rest”                                  Rev. Karen Wright      
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP     
 
BENEDICTION     
 
CLOSING SONG  “All the People Said Amen”            by Maher, Moak, & Morgan 

 
 

GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 



 


	SERMON                                          “Drawn In: Rest”                                  Rev. Karen Wright

