
 
 
 

Service of Worship    March 17, 2024     9:30am 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Gathering 
 
PRELUDE “Eternal Father” by Claude T. Smith 

 GCPC Wind Ensemble arr. Joseph Benjamin Earp 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director 
 O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive heard, 
 who walked upon the foaming deep, and calm amid its rage did sleep: 
 O hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

 
 In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCMENTS                                                                               Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE: Each day is a gift from God, 

ALL:    each moment is that opportunity to reach out in service to all creation. 

ONE:   Each day is a reminder of the new covenant: 

ALL:    not written on stone tablets easily broken,  

 but inscribed on our hearts willed with joy and hope. 

ONE:  Each day we draw closer to God: 

ALL: who has forgotten more than we ever learn; 

 who has forgiven us more than we ever acknowledge.  

 

*HYMN 13   “The Mighty God with Power Speaks”     KINGSFOLD

    



  

 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

We want to see you, Jesus … but sometimes we are too afraid to ask for help. 

We want to see you … but we aren’t sure if those people should be allowed to 

come too. 

We want to see you … but we don’t love the way you talk about sacrifice and 

death, or about outcasts and sinners. 

We want to see you … but we also want to know how it’ll go first. 

Forgive us. Fill us with courage to step forward and seek, with openness to those 

around us, with vision to see your big picture, with trust to follow you. In Christ’s 

name, and for his sake. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 726 “Will You Come and Follow Me” KELVINGROVE 

 (Stanzas 1, 2, & 5) 



 
 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Jeremiah 31:31–34 (NRSVue) Joy Slayton 

 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no 
more. 

 

ANTHEM “The Narrow Way” Music by K. Lee Scott 

 Chancel Choir Text by John Cennick, alt. 
 Be near me, Lord, where-e’er I go; teach me what you would have me do; 
 direct what-e’er I think or say; and lead me in the narrow way. 
 

 Prevent me, lest I harbor pride, lest I in my own strength confide; 
 show me my weakness, let me see I have my pow’r, my all in thee. 
 

 Assist and teach me how to pray; incline my nature to obey; 
 what you abhor, oh, let me flee, and only love what pleases thee. 
 

 Be near me, Lord, where-e’er I go; teach me what you would have me do; 
 direct what-e’er I think or say; and lead me in the narrow way, 
 and lead me in the narrow way. 
                      
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           John 12:20–33 (NRSVue)    

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 
went and told Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 
  
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die 



    

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Broken Open”                            Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER       Morgan Krug and Conor Schesser 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   by Percy Aldridge Grainger 

 “Irish Tune from County Derry” 
 GCPC Wind Ensemble – Pam Smith Kelly, director                
  
 Sending 

 
*HYMN 833                      “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”   ST. MARGARET                   
  



 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION      Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE (seated) “Eternal Father” (Recap) by Claude T. Smith
 GCPC Wind Ensemble arr. Joseph Benjamin Earp 
 Pam Smith Kelly, director  

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  



GCPC Wind Ensemble 
Pam Smith Kelly, director 

 
Bob Dover, Jani Scheppers, flute 

Amy Jantz, Lauren Bond, Wanda Temm,  

Edwin Fukunaga, clarinet 

Lisa England, bassoon 

Pat Setser, Natalie Walker, bass clarinet 

Miles McDonald, alto saxophone 

Phil Holmes, Russ Thompson, Jana Porter,  

Darryl Prater, Kevin Schwartz, trumpet 

Jim Kelly, horn 

David Roth, David England, trombone 

Mike Hockley, Lara Schesser, euphonium 

Brent Herdman, Michael Watts, tuba 

Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney, string bass 

Jill Endaya-Allen, Keith Langabee, percussion 

Linda Dover, piano and organ 
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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