
 
 

Service of Worship     April 30, 2023     9:30am 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Prelude” by J.S. Bach  

 (No. 1 from the Well-Tempered Clavier) 

 Linda Dover, organist 
 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Mitch Trigger 

  
CHORAL INTROIT “O Come, Let Us Sing” by Cindy Berry 

 Chancel Choir Psalm 95:1-2, adapted 
 O come, let us sing with joy to the Lord, O come. O come. 
 Come bow down before him, kneel and adore him  
 and praise him with music and song. 
 For he is holy, shepherd, creator, and King. 
 For he is worthy. Forever God’s praises I’ll sing. 
 Sing unto God the Creator, he made the sea and the land. 
 Sing unto God the Almighty, we are the works of his hand. 
 O come, let us sing with joy to the Lord, O come. O come. 
 Come bow down before him, kneel and adore him  
 and praise him with music and song. Sing to the Lord! 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
ONE: With friends and strangers, with family and neighbors, we gather: 

ALL:    Come among us, Healing God, with that love which never ends. 

ONE:   With faith reaching out to touch, with hearts straining to trust, we hope: 

ALL:    Come among us, Friend of the broken,  

 with your compassion which makes us whole. 

ONE:   With word and wonder, with silence and song, we wait: 

ALL:    Come among us, Dryer of our tears, to lift us to our feet to follow you. 



*HYMN 619   “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”                       LAUDA ANIMA 

  

 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)  

    

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

We confess to you, Gracious God, that too often we look on your law as a burden, 

not a gift; an inconvenience, not a blessing. Rather than seeing your love 

revealed, we feel our own guilt magnified. Instead of rejoicing in your good news, 

we focus on our own shortcomings. Turn us around, Redeemer, and do not let 

our fears have control over us. Enlighten us, so that our words and deeds may be 

acceptable to you. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
One:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
All:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise Christ, all people here below; 
 praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Nehemiah 5:1–8 (CEB) Lara Schesser 

Then there was a great protest of the people and their wives against their fellow Jews. Some said, “With 

our sons and daughters we are many, and we all need grain to eat and stay alive.” Others said, “We 

have to mortgage our fields, our vineyards, and our houses in order to get grain during the famine.” Still 

others said, “We have had to borrow money against our fields and vineyards in order to pay the king’s 

tax.” “We are of the same flesh and blood as our kin, and our children are the same as theirs. Yet we 

are just about to force our sons and daughters into slavery, and some of our daughters are already 

slaves! There is nothing we can do since our fields and vineyards now belong to others.” I was very angry 

when I heard their protest and these complaints. After thinking it over, I brought charges against the 

officials and the officers. I told them, “You are all taking interest from your own people!” I also called 

for a large assembly in order to deal with them. “To the best of our ability,” I said to them, “we have 



bought back our Jewish kin who had been sold to other nations. But now you are selling your own kin, 

who must then be bought back by us!” At this they were silent, unable to offer a response.  
 

INSTRUMENTAL REFLECTION “Amazing Grace” arr. James and Gay Jones 

 Bob Dover, clarinet  

                       

SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Nehemiah 5:9–13 (CEB)    
So I continued, “What you are doing isn’t good! Why don’t you walk in the fear of our God? This will 
prevent the taunts of the nations that are our enemies! I myself, along with my family and my servants, 
am lending them money and grain. But let’s stop charging this interest! Give it back to them, right now. 
Return their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses. And give back the interest on 
money, grain, wine, and oil that you are charging them.” They replied, “We’ll return everything, and we 
won’t charge anything else. We’ll do what you’ve asked.” So I called the priests and made them swear 
to do what they had promised. I also shook out the fold of my robe, saying, “So may God shake out 
everyone from their house and property if they don’t keep this promise. So may they be shaken out and 
emptied!” The whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised. 

   
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “History of the Church, Part 1”                        Rev.  Mitch Trigger     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC    Linda Dover, organist                    

   
 Sending 

 
*HYMN  65                       “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                       CWM RHONDDA 

 



 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE “All Things Bright and Beautiful” arr. Phillip Lane 

 Linda Dover, organist                     
  

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
  

 

 
 Some music is reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326. 

 
 
 

 

RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD: 
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
 

 

https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance

