
 
 

Service of Worship     October 26, 2025      9:30am 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
Gathering 

 
The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  

So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  
into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. — Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 

 
PRELUDE “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” FOREST GREEN 
 Linda Dover, organist  arr. David Lowe 

 
In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a 

contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Rev. Karen Wright 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         

ONE:  The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it — the soil, the seed, the rain, and 
 the harvest. 
ALL:  We come to worship the God who gives growth. 
ONE:  Some scatter sparingly, some scatter generously—but in God’s field, every 
 seed has a purpose. 
ALL:   We come to sow with faith and to reap with joy. 
ONE:    Let us worship the One who multiplies our small acts of love into a harvest  
 of grace for the world. 
ALL:  With open hands and willing hearts, we come to worship the Lord of the  
 harvest! 
  

*HYMN 14             “For the Beauty of the Earth”           DIX 

 



 
 



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN    
 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)   
   

CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

When the soil of our hearts grows hard, 
when fear keeps us from planting, 
and when selfishness chokes out generosity — 
God calls us to return and be renewed. 
Let us confess the ways we have withheld our gifts 
and trust again in the God who makes all things grow. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious Gardener of our souls, 
You plant good seed in us, 
but we confess that our hearts are not always good soil. 
We are quick to give up when growth is slow. 
We withhold kindness, fearing we will not have enough. 
We let worry and distraction choke out Your word. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
Loosen the hardened ground within us. 
Pull the weeds of selfishness and pride. 
Make us generous sowers of love and hope, 
trusting that You will bring the harvest 
in Your time and in Your way. 
Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Hear the good news: “The one who trusts in the Lord will flourish like a green leaf.” In Christ, our 
rocky hearts are made fertile ground, our scarcity turned to abundance, our guilt turned to 
grace. 
 

Thanks be to God! We are forgiven, renewed, and called to grow! 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 



*HYMN 692    “Spirit, Open My Heart”                    WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 

 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON        Proverbs 11:24–29 (NRSVue)                  Katie Hearn 

Some give freely yet grow all the richer; 
    others withhold what is due and only suffer want. 
A generous person will be enriched, 
    and one who gives water will get water. 
The people curse those who hold back grain, 
    but a blessing is on the head of those who sell it. 
Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor, 
    but evil comes to the one who searches for it. 
Those who trust in their riches will wither, 
    but the righteous will flourish like green leaves. 
Those who trouble their households will inherit wind, 
    and the fool will be servant to the wise. 

 
ANTHEM “A Thousand Storms” Heather Sorenson 

  Chancel Choir Herb Frombach 

Esme Dixon, alto ~ Linda Dover, pianist ~ Angela Krug, synthesizer 

Stephen Wing, guitar & Miles MacDonald, bass 

 

The rain, it slaps and stings my face 

The storms seems stronger than before 

I call to You and seek Your grace 

I sink beneath life's cruel downpour 

 

The rain, it brings me to my knees 

I cry out louder to be heard 

I seek Your calm and soothing voice 

I long to hear Your healing word 

 

Bring the rain 

Of a thousand storms 

It cannot wash away my worth 

Nor drown the praise for You in my heart 

Holy are You, Lord 

Of heaven and earth 

 

The rain, it floods my aching heart 

My strength is waning, breath is weak 

I pray Your love will not depart 

Your love and grace I surely seek 



Bring the rain 

Your promise is greater than the storm 

Even now, as I'm swallowed up 

You give me hope of a life, transformed 

 

Your promise is greater than any storm 

Holy are You Lord 

Of heaven and earth. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON                       Matthew 13:3–9, 18–23 (NRSVue) 

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth 
of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell 
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. If you have 
ears, hear!” 
 
“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Sowing for the Future”                  Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.   

 

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE/PLEDGE DEDICATION Keith Langabee 

 



OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   “Love Grows Here” Don Besig 

 Esme Dixon, McKenna Sullenger, Chloe Kautio & Janie Baker 

Patrick O’Halloran, guitar 

 

Take a look around you, tell me what you see 

People here to worship the Lord, just like you and me 

Some have come in gladness, some have come with fear 

But all have come because they know that love grows here 

 

Yes, love grows here 

And all of us can share 

the wonder and joy that it can bring 

For God is near 

Teaching us to care 

And showing our hearts 

How to sing 

 

Some of us are lonely, some have many friends 

Some lives just beginning, some are near the end 

Yet we come together, knowing he is near 

Once again reminding us, that love grows near 

 

Sending 

 
*HYMN 275        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”      EIN FESTE BURG 



 
 



 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       Rev. Karen Wright 

 

POSTLUDE “Psalm XIX”   Benedetto Marcello

 (The Heavens Declare the Glory of God) 
Linda Dover, organist 

 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 

 

 

 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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