
 
 
 

Service of Worship     October 5, 2025     9:30am 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 
 

Gathering 
 

The prelude, the first act of worship, sets the tone for what is to follow.  
So, we invite you as worshipers to gather, to transition from your busy lives  

into a sacred place of communion with God and with each other. – Dr. Kimo Smith, adapted 
 

PRELUDE “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” Caribbean traditional  
 Linda Dover, organist setting by John A. Behnke 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     
  
*CALL TO WORSHIP    (Based on Psalm 103) 

ONE: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,  
ALL:    Bless God’s Holy Name. 
ONE: Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
ALL:  and do not forget God’s benefits, who forgives all our iniquity, who heals all  
 our diseases,  
ONE: Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
ALL: who redeems our life, who crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.   
ONE:  Bless the Lord, O my soul,   
ALL: who satisfies us with good as long as we live so that our youth is renewed  
 like the eagle’s. Bless the Lord. 

 



*HYMN 769   “For Everyone Born”     FOR EVERYONE BORN    

               



 
  
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  

 
(Children ages 4 through 1st grade may go to Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship 
time. Greeters at the back of the Sanctuary will go with children to Room 12 downstairs where 
parents may pick up their children following worship. Our Nursery welcomes young children and 
our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the children’s wing. Worship bags are 
available for children who stay in worship.)    

  
CALL TO CONFESSION  Emily Nelson Dixon 

Hear the good news of the Gospel.  Jesus Christ came to save sinners.  We confess in the sure 
and certain knowledge  that God’s grace overflowed to us while we were yet sinners.  In 
confidence let us confess our sins before God and one another: 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to 
undo. We look at a world undone by strife, torn by violence, separated by hatred. 
Yet you call us to walk the way of peace. Forgive us, O Lord, for refusing to follow 
you on this path because the cost is too high, the direction too confusing, the 
conditions too harsh. Forgive us our complacency. Grant us clarity of vision to 
see the light, and the strength to walk behind you. In the power of your Spirit we 
pray, Amen. 



 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   

 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    

ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN  411 “God Is Here Today” DIOS ESTA AQUI 



 

 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Micah 6:1–8 (CEB) Dave Pack 

Hear what the Lord is saying: 
Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains; 
        let the hills hear your voice! 
Hear, mountains, the lawsuit of the Lord! 
        Hear, eternal foundations of the earth! 
The Lord has a lawsuit against his people; 
        with Israel he will argue. 
“My people, what did I ever do to you? 
        How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
I brought you up out of the land of Egypt; 
        I redeemed you from the house of slavery. 
        I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam before you. 
My people, remember what Moab’s King Balak had planned, 
        and how Balaam, Beor’s son, answered him! 
        Remember everything from Shittim to Gilgal, 
        that you might learn to recognize the righteous acts of the Lord!” 
With what should I approach the Lord 
        and bow down before God on high? 
Should I come before him with entirely burned offerings, 
        with year-old calves? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
        with many torrents of oil? 
Should I give my oldest child for my crime; 
        the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit? 
He has told you, human one, what is good and 
        what the Lord requires from you: 
            to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God. 

 
ANTHEM “Be Still” arr. Mary McDonald 
 Chancel Choir - Patrick O’Halloran, director 



 
Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am with you. 
Be still and know that I will comfort you 

when you come to Me in your hour of need. 
 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am here for you; 

And I will wipe your tears; you will be renewed. 
 

Come unto Me, My child, be still, 
And know that I will give you rest, I am present in your pain 

and I always will remain your Comforter and Friend. 
 

Peace I leave with you; My peace, I give unto you. 
Peace. Peace. Peace. 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God.  

 
Be still.  

  
SCRIPTURE LESSON                           Matthew 22:15–22 (CEB)    

Then the Pharisees met together to find a way to trap Jesus in his words. They sent their 
disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 
are genuine and that you teach God’s way as it really is. We know that you are not swayed by 
people’s opinions, because you don’t show favoritism. So tell us what you think: Does the Law 
allow people to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” Knowing their evil motives, Jesus replied, “Why do 
you test me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used to pay the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarion. “Whose image and inscription is this?” he asked. “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he 
said, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” When they heard 
this they were astonished, and they departed. 

    
Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON “Boundary Issues”                                     Rev. Don Wilson
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
STEWARDSHIP MINUTE         Tom Stroud 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC   “Ascription of Praise”   David Schwoebel 

Chancel Choir 
 



Jude 1: 24-25 
 

Now to him who’s able to keep you from falling, 
And to present you without blemish before the presence of His glory. 

With rejoicing, to the only God, our Savior,  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Be the glory, majesty, dominion, and the authority before all time. 
Now and forever. Amen.  

  
(Today we celebrate the Lord's Supper by intinction. Please come forward using the center aisle. 
There are three communion stations available. The middle station provides a gluten-free option  
for those with dietary needs. An elder will offer you the bread. Dip the bread in the grape juice 
and partake of both elements. Please return to your seat using the outside aisles. Alternative: 
Pre-packaged communion cups are available for those who prefer to remain seated. Please signal 
an usher if you would like these brought to you.) 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

Invitation to the Table 
The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

The Words of Institution  
The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Music During Communion                                         

 “Break Thou the Bread of Life” arr. Nancy L. Smith 
 “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” arr. Rhonda Edge 

Linda Dover, organist 
Prayer after Communion 

 
 Sending 

 
*HYMN 853                  “We Are Marching in the Light of God”   SIYAHAMBA     

V1: Choir (South African Text) 
V2: All in English: “Marching” 

V3: “Dancing” 
V4: “Praying” 



 



 
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Don Wilson
  
POSTLUDE “Siyahamba” setting by John A. Behnke 
 (We Are Marching in the Light of God) South African Freedom Song 
 

*Stand in body or spirit 
 
 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 
Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 

Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  
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RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  
Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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