
 
 

Service of Worship   September 1, 2024     9:30am 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering 

 
PRELUDE “Shall We Gather at the River?”  arr. Gordon Young

 Linda Dover, organist 
 

In worship following reflective music, we are requesting a response of quiet or a   
contemplative “amen.” Any music that elicits a response of applause is to the glory of God.  

 
WELCOME                                                                                    Rev. Karen Wright 

  
*CALL TO WORSHIP         

ONE: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made the bright, warm sunshine and the freezing-cold snow. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made the little tiny flowers and the great big pine trees. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made the peaceful ponds and the crashing waves. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made the cornfields and the rocky mountains. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made the creeping caterpillars and kicking kangaroos. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ONE: God made you, and God made me. 

ALL: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Come, let us praise God for making all things good! 



*HYMN 32 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God" 

    



A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  
(Awakening to Worship, our child-friendly worship time, does not meet today. Our Nursery 
welcomes young children, and our ushers can assist families to the nursery located in the 
children’s wing. Worship bags are available for children who stay in worship.)   
  

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Karen Wright 

When humans no longer show God’s image, all creation suffers. We have become estranged 
from God our creator and from one another, therefore, let us confess our sins.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)    

God of all creations, you loved us into being, yet we often run away from our 

place in your creation. We confess that we take advantage of the natural 

resources you gave us. Forgive our greed which has led to devastation of our 

planet, our violence toward neighbors, and the brokenness of our world. Restore 

us O God. Remind us of other ways to live and help us care for the planet you 

gave us. Remind us that we reflect your goodness as do all whom we meet. 

Amen.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
Our world is broken and scarred and still belongs to God. God who is everlasting holds us in the 

palm of God’s hand and has made us new.  

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
ONE:  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
ALL:  And also with you and all others! 

 
*HYMN 308 (stanzas 2, 3) “O God in Whom All Life Begins”  



 
 



Equipping 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Psalm 139 (NRSVue) Gay Lee Ludwig-Bonney 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

 

Where can I go from your spirit? 

    Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

If I take the wings of the morning 

    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 

    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

    and night wraps itself around me,” 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 

    the night is as bright as the day, 

    for darkness is as light to you. 

 

For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well. 

    My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

In your book were written 

    all the days that were formed for me, 

    when none of them as yet existed. 



How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 

I try to count them — they are more than the sand; 

    I come to the end — I am still with you. 

 

O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 

    and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me— 

those who speak of you maliciously 

    and lift themselves up against you for evil! 

Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 

    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 

I hate them with perfect hatred; 

    I count them my enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my thoughts. 

See if there is any wicked way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

ANTHEM “Creation Will Be at Peace” Music by Anna Laura Page 

 Chancel Choir Words by J. Paul Williams 
 

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 

in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 

The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the cow and bear will feed, 

their young will play together; a little child will lead. 

The leopard and goat will graze, the lion will feed on straw. 

They will war no more; a child will lead them all. 

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 

in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 

(Based on Isaiah 11:6-9) 

   

SCRIPTURE LESSON           Genesis 1:1–2:3 (NRSVue) 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, 

and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 

from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 

from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 



And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 

seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and 

let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. God set them 

in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and 

to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fifth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all 

the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 

So God created humans in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 

it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 

is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 

food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps 

on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 



it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. On the sixth day God finished the work that he 

had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.  So God blessed 

the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 

 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 

 

          Holy Wisdom, Holy Words 

  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON “Awakening to Worship: Creation”                  Rev. Karen Wright     
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC  “Aria”  by Robert Lau

 (in the style of Handel) 
Linda Dover, organist 

  
Sending 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION                                                                          Rev. Karen Wright 

Invitation to the Table  
The Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion of the People – partake of the bread first and then drink as instructed.  

Music During Communion   

 “Be Known to Me in Breaking Bread”               FLAVIAN 

  arr. Austin Lovelace 
 “Blessed Ye Who Live in Faith Unswerving”  Johannes Brahms 

 “In the Bread Which Thou Hast Broken”  KINGDOM  

 Linda Dover, organist  arr. Austin Lovelace 



*HYMN 714                      “God of the Fertile Fields”   LINSTEAD 

                        
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    Rev. Karen Wright

  

POSTLUDE  Linda Dover, organist

  
  
  
  

                       

 
 GOD’S PEACE TO YOU 
 

 

 

 

 
Music and/or lyrics are reprinted by permission of CCLI 1154643 and OneLicense A-705105. 

Our Church Streaming & Podcast Licenses are CSPL 048834 through CCLI & included in OneLicense A-705105. 
Any videos are shown by permission of CVLI #504397326.  

 
 
 
 

 
RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE WITH OUR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE PAD:  

Click this link: https://bit.ly/GCPCattendance, or scan the QR Code below, and it will take you to the link. 
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